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Karris  took  this  photo  on  Bremer  Avenue  the 
morning  of  June  10.  Flood  w/aters  had  risen 
overnight  and  consumed  much  of  eastern 
Waverly.  Wartburg  sustained  only  minor  damage. 


From  the  Editor 


Dear  Readers, 

The  "disasters"  w/e  endure  in  the  Communication  and  Marketing  Office  are  usually  of  the 
technical  variety;  gremlins  thriving  in  our  computers  sometimes  abscond  with  much 
needed  files.  Our  response  is  to  try  to  recreate  what  was  lost. 

Yet  when  my  editor's  letter  for  this  issue  mysteriously  disappeared,  I didn't  want  to  recreate 
it.  That's  because  the  events  of  the  month  preceding  this  writing  have  put  the  minor 
technical  snafus  I deal  with  in  proper  perspective. 

Shortly  after  Commencement  concluded  May  25,  a massive  tornado  swept  through  Iowa's 
Cedar  Valley.  In  the  aftermath,  major  parts  of  Parkersburg,  New  Hartford  and  Dunkerton 
were  destroyed.  High  winds  caused  further  destruction  throughout  the  area,  broadening 
the  destruction  of  a nearly  mile-wide  tornado.  Alumni,  students,  faculty  and  staff  sustained 
major  losses  of  homes  and  other  property. 

During  the  second  week  in  June,  we  experienced  unprecedented  flooding  in  eastern  Iowa. 

I have  yet  to  find  adequate  words  to  describe  what  I saw;  I will  tell  you  I have  never  seen 
Waverly  under  so  much  water. 

It's  said  Cedar  Falls  was  likely  saved  by  the  metro  area's  joint  effort  to  create  a sandbag 
levee.  On  my  drive  in  from  Waterloo,  I was  greeted  by  U.S.  National  Guard  members 
blocking  access  to  Business  Highway  21 8 on  the  hill  above  Waverly's  outdoor  pool.  High 
water  stood  only  a few  feet  behind  them. 

Wartburg  was  fortunate  to  sustain  only  minor  damage. The  flooding  eventually  extended 
to  Des  Moines  and  other  parts  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  south  along  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Missouri  and  Illinois. 

The  college  offered  the  Wartburg-Waverly  Sports  & Wellness  Center  as  the  Red  Cross 
Shelter.  Players  Theatre  became  the  Red  Cross'  Waverly  headquarters.  The  Center  for 
Community  Engagement  (CCE)  coordinated  the  city's  volunteer  efforts  and  continues  to  do 
so.  Contact  the  CCE  at  319-352-8701  if  you  can  help. 

Wartburg  also  opened  residence  hails  for  a short  term  at  student  rates  to  those  displaced 
by  flooding.  In  addition,  the  college  donated  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  cleanup  effort  by 
paying  staff  and  work-study  students  to  volunteer  throughout  the  region.  We'll  report  on 
the  ongoing  volunteer  efforts  in  the  fail  issue  of  Wartburg  Magazine.  Until  that  time,  please 
keep  these  families  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers. 

Karris  Golden 

Editor,  Wartburg  Magazine 
319-352-8277/karris.goiden@wartburg.edu 
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Social  Security  number.  Enclose  return  address  and 
payment  with  the  request. 


Roland  Feme 'os 

a communication  arts 
major  from  Cresco, 
Iowa,  takes  photos  for 
Wartburg  Magazine. 


Michelle  Caldwell  'os 

ofWashington,  Iowa, 
writes  for  Wartburg 
Magazine  and  is  a 
communications  arts 
major. 


Reid  Travis '09 

a communication  arts 
major  from  Marion, 
Iowa,  takes  photos  for 
Wartburg  Magazine. 


Mark  Adkins '90 

is  sports  information 
director. 


Andrew  Barnd'og 

is  a communication  arts 
and  Spanish  major  from 
Marion,  Iowa,  and  writes 
for  Wartburg  Magazine. 


W A R T B 


U 


R G 


M 


A 


G 


A Z I N E 


TO  AFRICA: 

Alumnus  heeds  call  to  aid  in  Uganda 

by  Karris  Golden  '98 

photos  by  Dr.  Neil  Mandsager  '78 


■ 

^ : . 

The  children  pictured  are  among  the 
38  who  live  with  their  mothers  at  the 
Lukodi  Center  in  northern  Uganda. 


career 


“That  was  pretty  significant  for  him  to  say,  given 
his  background  and  the  things  he’d  seen  in  his 
said  Mandsager. 


Lethbridge  said  thousands  of  children  had 
been  abducted  and  forced  to  fight  as  child 
soldiers  or  serve  as  sexual  slaves. 


Mandsager  researched  the  Ugandan  conflict. 
In  2005  while  returning  home  from  Ghana, 
Africa,  he  stopped  in  the  United  Kingdom 
to  visit' Lethbridge  and  his  family. 

“I  asked  him  what  he’d  done  about  the 
■■  ■■■  situation  in  Uganda,”  Mandsager  recalled, 
i “He  said,  nothing;  he  had  been  so 

overwhelmed.  We  decided  we’d  spend  a 
. . day  brainstorming  a concept  that  might 
work.” 

As  the  two  devised  a plan,  they  decided 
■ they’d  implenaent  it  together.  For  some 
time,  they  had  talked  about  doing 
, something  together.  Maybe  this  was  it 
■’  ....'They  dreamed  of  a long-term  resi- 
dentiaheare  facility  for  former  child 
i ■ . soldiersw-a  village  based  on 
rehabilitation,  education  and 
reconciliation. 


A troubled  phone  call  from  a friend  deeply 
affected  Conrad  Mandsager  ’75  of 
Nottingham,  N.H. 


The  friend,  Ian  Lethbridge,  an  international 
humanitarian  aid  expert,  told  Mandsager  the 
situation  in  Uganda,  Africa,  was  the  “most 
horrific”  he’d  ever  seen. 
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Shortly  after  Mandsager  returned  to  the  United 
States,  Lethbridge’s  wife  called  to  say  Ian  had  died 
suddenly. 

“I  lost  a friend,  and  I was  left  with  the  burden 
of  this  project,”  Mandsager  said.  “I  didn’t  feel  I 
had  the  humanitarian  aid  background  to  take 
this  thing  forward.  I prayed,  telling  God  I was  not 
experienced  enough.” 

For  most  of  his  professional  career,  Mandsager 
worked  as  a consultant,  assisting  underserved 
and  underrepresented  people,  especially  at- 
risk  children.  One  of  his  tasks  was  to  create  a 
mentoring  project  for  the  U.S.  National  Guard, 
which  is  now  the  second  largest  program  of  its  kind 
in  the  country,  next  to  Big  Brothers/Big  Sisters. 

His  work  was  a natural  extension  of  his  upbringing. 
His  parents  were  medical  missionaries  in 
Cameroon,  a central  African  nation  on  the  Gulf  of 
Guinea,  where  the  family  lived  for  10  years  during 
his  childhood. 

Yet  despite  these  experiences,  he  felt  overwhelmed 
and  ill-prepared  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Uganda 
project.  He’d  never  even  been  there. 


This  is  one  of  Uganda's  large  refugee  areas,  which  aiso  are  known  as  "internally  displaced  person" 
or"IDP"  camps. 


Mandsager  began  calling  nongovernmental 
organizations  (NGOs)  and  other  humanitarian 
relief  agencies  in  Uganda,  in  part  to  tell  them 
of  Lethbridge’s  death.  He  also  asked  questions 
about  the  Uganda  situation  and  told  people  of  the 
project  he’d  sketched  out  with  Lethbridge. 


u It  5 like  going  into  a wasteland.  n 
- Conrad  Mandsager 


“I  realized  I had  met  one  of  the  women  I had  to 
call  before  when  she  was  the  Uganda  director  for 
Feed  the  Children.  I had  met  her  in  Kenya.  She 
told  me,  ‘Come  to  Uganda;  it’s  bad.  What  you 
have  described  is  what  we  need.’” 


camps  and  rural  villages  and  walking  to  cities 
to  sleep  because  they  feared  abduction. 

“It’s  like  going  into  a wasteland,”  said 
Mandsager.  “Cver  600  NGCs  are  registered 
in  that  district  alone,  and  the  military  is 

everywhere.  Nathan 
said,  ‘This  must 
be  what  Bagdad  is 
like.’” 

Mandsager  visited 
with  different  aid 
workers  there  and 
tried  to  convince 
them  to  take  on  the  model  he’d  developed 
with  Lethbridge.  Some  NGCs  dismissed  it 
as  “too  dangerous,”  a few  said  it  would  breed 
dependency  and  others  said  it  was  exactly  what 
was  needed. 


He  convinced  his  son,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Mandsager 
of  Calvary  Tabernacle  in  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  to  go 
with  him. 

They  traveled  to  northern  Uganda  in  March  2006, 
the  hotspot  of  the  nation’s  civil  unrest.  There  are 
large  refugee  areas  called  “internally  displaced 
person”  (IDP)  camps. 

Villages  had  been  burned  to  the  ground.  Each 
night  more  than  40,000  children  were  leaving  IDP 


Eventually  the  Mandsagers  m.et  with  the 
bishop  of  the  Church  of  Uganda  (Anglican). 
The  bishop  had  stayed  home  from  church  that 
morning  to  pray  for  the  nation’s  children. 

“We  said,  ‘That’s  why  we’re  here;  we  have  a 
plan.’  We  ...  talked  for  hours,”  Mandsager 
recalled.  “They  asked,  ‘What  do  you  need?’  I 
said  we  needed  land  and  lots  of  it-a  minimum 
of  100  acres.  I felt  like  God  was  giving  us  the 
green  light,  and  we’d  find  other  organizations 
that  would  pick  this  up.” 


Mandsager  remained  adamant;  he  could  not 
take  up  the  mantle.  Yet  Nathan  told  his  father, 
“You’re  too  passionate  about  this  not  to  lead 

■ 5J 

It. 

“As  you  can  guess,  God  didn’t  take  this 
responsibility  away,”  Mandsager  said.  In  April 
2006,  he  launched  ChildVoice  International. 

“I  came  to  that  name  because  when  we  talked 
to  these  kids  who  had  been  abducted,  they 
couldn’t  speak  about  what  had  happened  to 
us,”  he  said.  “A  mark  of  our  success  will  be 
evident  when  their  voices  have  been  restored. 
Our  tag  line  is  ‘restoring  the  voices  of  children 
silenced  by  war.’” 

Among  the  ChildVoice  board  members  is  his 
brother,  Dr.  Neil  Mandsager  ’78,  of  Johnston, 
Iowa.  Nathan  is  a volunteer  staff  member. 
Both  Conrad’s  wife,  Kathy  Osterbur  ’75 
Mandsager  and  Neil’s  wife,  Kathryn  Cooper 
’79  Mandsager,  are  actively  involved  as 
volunteers. 

While  ChildVoice  currently  works  in  Uganda, 
Conrad  Mandsager  said  its  mission  is  to  create 
a network  of  global  advocacy. 

“This  situation  isn’t  unique  to  Uganda,” 
he  explained.  “There  are  35  other  conflicts 
around  the  world  where  children  are  being 
used  as  soldiers.  Over  300,000  are  being  used 
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as  armed  combatants  today.  We-  must  build 
capacity  for  a fjlolial  intervention.” 

In  June  2006,  be  returned  to  Uganda.  Tbe 
jtoal  was  to  expose  key  |)layers  to  tbe  situation 
and  create  sbarebolilers  in  tbe  vision,  said 
Mandsaf>er.  It  was  imperative  to  involve  eburebes 
that  wished  to  move  beyond  sbort-term  mission 
trips. 


Conrad  Mandsaget  75  talks  with  some  of 
the  women  who  live  at  the  Lukodi  Center  in 
northern  Uganda. 


“We’re  cballenKinK  eburebes  to  eommil  to  us  lor 
a deeaile,”  be  explained. 

Sueb  a partnersbip  allows  eburebes  to  experience 
tbe  full  impact  ol  tbe  relationsbips  to  be  built, 
MandsaKcr  addcel,  Tbroupb  a seleetiw  |iroeess, 
CbikIVoiee  bas  developed  nomlenominational 
partnersbips  with  Baptist,  Ltitberan  and 
Assembly  of  Curd  eonttrcKations  around  tbe  LkS. 

On  bis  return  trip,  be  met  asain  with  tbe  bisbop. 
Tbere  was  Kooel  news;  Land  was  assailable  at 
Lukodi,  a village  B)  kilometers  nortb  of  tbe  eit>' 
of  Oulu. 

Tbe  bail  news:  Lukodi  was  tbe  site  of  tbe  worst 
massacre  ot  the  war.  In  spring  2004,  7,000 
were  chased  from  their  homes.  Tbe  \-illase  was 
burned  to  tbe  ground  and  several  ebildren  were 
abducted. 

“When  he  told  me  that  was  where  we  were 
going,  I knew  we’d  never  coiwince  our  board 
and  our  donors  to  go  to  a place  like  that,"  said 


Mandsager.  “Out  of  courtesy,  we  went  out  and 
met  with  the  village  elders.” 

During  that  meeting,  Mandsager’s  “heart 
turned,”  he  said.  When  he  asked  the  elders  how 
they  could  ever  support  a program  that  provided 
sanctuary  to  some  of  the  child  .soldiers  who  may 
have  been  perpetrators  in  the  Lukodi  massacre, 
they  roltl  him  they  had  a responsihiliry  and  a 
desire  to  forgive  and  begin  the  reconciliation 
process. 

Their  respon.se  showed  restorative  justice  is 
tbe  key  to  reconciliation  and  peace.  Many 
Aeboli  elilers  believe  such  reconciliation  can  be 
achieved  through  mato  »|)ut,  which  in  the  Acholi 
language  means  “ilrinking  the  bitter  root”  of  the 
oput  tree. 

Through  the  proce.ss  of  malo  ojjut, 
coni  lifting  parties  accept  tbe  bitterness  of 
tbe  past  and  promise  never  to  taste  such 
bitterness  again.  Cilompen.sation  can  be 
made  to  the  victim(s)  for  the  harm  done, 
but  mtiK)  «/)»i  iloesn't  aim  to  e.stablish 
guilt.  Rather,  tbe  goal  is  to  re-establish 
the  communiry’’s  harmony,  according  to 
/’umbdtukn  Neui.v 

“Mdio  ()|)ut  ...  is  an  amazing  reconciliation 
proce.ss,”  said  Mandsager.  “This  is  one  of 
tbe  lew  cultures  in  tbe  world  that  can  really 
see  reconciliation.  People  of  tbe  judeo- 
C'.bristian  faiths  have  a lot  to  learn  ahoitt 
justice  from  these  people.” 

The  conversations  with  the  Litkodi  elders 
led  ChildVoice  to  locate  its  first  initiative 
there. 

According  to  ChildVoice,  the  plan  includes 
creating  a sitstainable  and  replicable  long- 
tertn  village  at  Litkodi  tor  refuge  and  care 
ot  childreti  atfecteil  by  war.  The  village  will 
irieluile  a hoarding  school,  nontraditional 
educatiofial  progratns,  a vocational  center 
and  spiritual  and  emotional  counseling  for 
tormer  child  soldiers  and  others  affected  by 
tbe  war, 

Tbe  long-term  lease  of  the  land  at  Lukodi 
will  ewntually  allow  ChildVoice  to  pnwide 
education  to  as  many  as  1,000  children. 

In  the  interim,  ChildVoice  has  renovated  an 
abatidotied  school  now  called  Litkodi  Center, 
where  it  operates  a pilot  program  for  30  women 
who  were  abducted  as  children  to  ser\’e  as 
“wh’es”  tor  rebel  cotnmanders.  The  women  are 
now  mothers  ot  40  children.  .At  Lukodi  Center, 
the  women  have  resumed  their  education  and 
are  learning  vocational  skills. 


As  part  of  theit  commitment  to  the  community-, 
ChildVoice  also  consttucted  and  opened  a new 
Litkodi  Primary  School.  The  school  opened 
in  February,  and  more  than  500  area  children 
attend.  The  students  had  been  out  of  school  for 
several  years  due  to  the  wat. 

The  Punena  Health  Center  is  another 
ChildVoice  effort  to  support  return  and 
resettlement  efforts  in  the  Gulu  Di.strict,  said 
Mand.sager.  The  clinic  was  built  in  1998  by  the 
Canadian  International  Development  Agency 
and  Canadian  Physicians  for  Aid  Relief,  but 
never  opened  because  of  the  war. 

Opened  and  operated  by  ChildVoice,  the  clinic 
now  offers  a variety  of  laboratory  services  and 
provides  health  care  and  medications  to  the 
residents  of  Lukodi  and  surrounding  rural  area. 


Since  the  clinic  opened  in  June  2007,  an  average 
of  1,200  patients  per  month  have  received 
treatment  thete,  said  Mandsaget.  Primary- 
health  issues  range  from  malaria  to  childhood 
immunizations. 

During  summer  2007,  tour  generations  of 
Mandsagers  assembled  in  Uganda  to  continue 
the  family  tradition  of  humanitarian  aid. 

“My  father,  w'ho  is  in  his  80s,  was  there. 
(Nathan)  and  my  grandson  were  there.  My 
brother,  Neil,  an  OB-GYN  specialist,  was  there,” 
said  Mandsager.  “My  dad  remarked  that  it  was 
not  unnatural  for  his  children  to  turn  (rack  to 
Africa.” 

GoWen  edits  Wartburg  Magazine. 


During  the  war,  more  than  1 million  children  lived  in  dir^  ualid  conditions  in  internally  displaced  persons  (IDP) 
camps  throughout  Northern  Uganda.  Hunger,  disease,  viol  -ce  and  sexual  abuse  were  common. 


Shortly  before  press  timeiMendsager  returned  from  anoth 
for  the  last  1 8 months.  As  a result,  the  region  is  more  secu  i 
at  night  to  sleep. There  has  also  been  some  movement  ou 
reluctant  to  believe  the  war  is  truly  finished.  However,  Ugat 
abducting  children  from  DRC  (formerly  Congo),  Sudan  and 
to  believe  he’s  building  forces  to  return  to  war. 


trip  to  Uganda  and  reported  the  cease  fire  has  held  there 
han  before,  and  children  have  stopped  walking  to  town 
IDP  camps,  but  Mandsager  said  it  is  slow;  people  are 
an  rebel  leader  Joseph  Kony  has  reinstated  the  practice  of 
ntral  African  Republic,  Mandsager  added,  leading  people 


The  Ugandan  conflict 

More  than  35  violent  conflicts  worldwide 
employ  child  soldiers,  said  Conrad  Mandsager 
'75  of  Durham,  N.H.,  founder  of  ChildVoice 
International. 

In  terms  of  humanitarian  aid,  the  worst  of  these 
conflicts  is  the  civil  war  being  waged  in  Uganda, 

United  Nations  Under  Secretary  General  for 
Humanitarian  Affairs  Jan  Egeland  told  the  BBC. 

Egeland  called  the  world's  lack  of  assistance 
for  the  victims  of  the  war — particularly  the 
children — "a  moral  outrage." 

Since  Egeland  made  those  statements  five 
years  ago,  the  decades-old  Ugandan  conflict 
has  intensified.  Today,  a peace  accord  is  being 
negotiated  between  the  warring  factions;  the 
rebel  Lord's  Resistance  Army  (LRA)  and  the 
Ugandan  government,  although  there  is  doubt 
it  will  ever  be  implemented. 

According  to  the  nongovernmental  organization 
ReSolve  Uganda,  the  war  in  northern  Uganda 
has  its  roots  in  the  switch  from  British  colonial  government  to  an  independent  state.  The  conflict  is 
entrenched  in  regional  and  social  divisions,  particularly  between  the  north  and  south. 

Current  President  Yoweri  Museveni  took  power  through  a military  coup  in  1 986  in  a move  that 
marginalized  northerners,  according  to  ReSolve  Uganda.  By  1988,  two  stages  of  a popular  rebellion 
ended  peacefully,  but  a small  group  of  fighters  refused  to  negotiate. 

These  fighters  are  led  by  Joseph  Kony,  a "spiritual  messenger"  who  formed  the  LRA.  Despite  its  claims 
that  it  represents  the  grievances  of  northern  citizens,  the  LRA  receives  little  public  support. 

Kony  has  told  the  BBC  he  wants  to  rule  Uganda  according  to  the  Ten  Commandments.  The  LRA  is 
known  for  its  intense  torture  and  mutilation  of  its  victims  by  cutting  off  their  lips,  noses  or  ears. 

If  a peace  accord  is  reached,  Mandsager  said  he  other  humanitarian  relief  workers  believe  needs  will 
intensify. 

"The  demobilization,  disarmament  and  reintegration  of  thousands  from  the  ranks  of  the  LRA  will 
overwhelm  the  already  shaky  infrastructure,"  he  explained.  "Sustained,  long-term  investment  is 
needed  to  ensure  those  efforts  are  effective." 

Thousands  have  been  killed  during  the  course  of  this  civil  war,  and  nearly  2 million  people  have  been 
displaced  and  forced  to  live  in  crowded  "internally  displaced  persons"  (IDP)  camps. 

"(These  camps)  offer,  at  best,  squalid  conditions,"  said  Mandsager.  "A  thousand  people  die  each  week 
in  these  camps  from  disease  and  malnutrition.  Adding  to  the  horror,  an  estimated  65,000  children 
have  been  abducted  by  (the  LRA)  and  conscripted  into  their  ranks  as  child  soldiers  and  sex  slaves." 

ChildVoice  International  and  other  Christian  humanitarian  organizations  report  the  children  are  often 
taken  to  LRA  bases  in  southern  Sudan  for  training  and  torture. 

At  the  height  of  the  conflict,  to  avoid  abduction  by  the  LRA,  thousands  of  children  leave  their  homes 
each  night  to  sleep  in  major  cities. 


This  map  highlights  Uganda's  northern 
border.  ChildVoice  internationai  reports  that 
children  are  often  taken  across  this  border 
into  southern  Sudan  for  military  training 
and  torture. 


ChildVoice  International 

PO  Box  579  I Durham,  NH  03824-0579 

www.childvoiceintl.org  | infoigJchildvoiceintl.org  | 603-842-0132 
Conrad  Mandsager  | cmandsager@gmail.com 
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Army,  wife 

alumna  reflects  on  historic  career,  life 


by  Andrew  Barnd  '09 


I 


f you  talk  with  retired  Col.  Erna  Thompson  ’31, 
she’ll  tell  you  she  is  just  an  average  individual 
who  has  led  a wonderful  life. 


u 


But  don’t  let  her  deceive  you;  the  records  show 
Thompson  and  her  life 
are  nothing  short  of 
extraordinary.  For  example, 

Eleanor  Roosevelt  was 
Thompson’s  pen-pal,  and 
she  was  highest-ranking 
woman  in  the  U.S.  Army  at 
that  time. 


Living  in  a retirement  home 
in  San  Antonio,  Thompson, 
93,  remains  more  active  than 


Working  as  a housekeeper  in  the  president’s 
home  and  as  a beautician,  she  was  able  to 
put  herself  through  school  and  graduated 
in  1931. 

Wanting  to  become  a nurse,  Thompson 
continued  her  schooling  and  received  her 
master’s  degree  from  Case  Western  Reserve 
University  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1939.  As 
she  focused  on  obstetrics,  her  thesis  on  the 
care  of  women  and  their  children  during 
pregnancy  became  the  primary  text  on  the 
subject  and  was  used  in  the  field  for  years. 

For  Thompson,  1939  would  continue  to 
be  significant  when  on  May  26  she  married 


Most  importantly,  they  should  be 
willing  to  serve— loving  to  serve. 


Col.  Erna  Thompson  '31 


many.  She  no  longer  drives,  but  she  is  involved  with  a 
Sunday  morning  church  service  every  week  at  a local 
Army  base.  When  she’s  not  doing  that,  she  attends 
an  exercise  program  for  residents  of  her  retirement 
home. 

Thompson  dedicated  her  life  to  nursing,  and  her 
story  begins  93  years  ago  in  Ada,  Minn. 

Born  Sept.  1,  1914,  to  a Lutheran  pastor  and  his  wife 
who  emigrated  from  Germany,  Thompson  was  struck 
with  a desire  to  help  others  from  a very  early  age. 

“I  wanted  to  be  a nurse  ever  since  1 was  old  enough 
to  play— maybe  3 or  4 years  old,”  she  recalled. 
“Everyone  got  a bandage.” 

Like  her  older  brother  Herman,  Thompson  was 
sent  away  to  college  at  Eureka  Lutheran  Academy 
in  Eureka,  S.D.  Eureka  Lutheran  would  later  move 
to  Waverly,  Iowa,  and  become  part  of  Wartburg 
College.  But  unlike  her  brother,  she  was  second  in 
line  to  receive  financial  support  from  the  family  and 
was  forced  to  be  self-sufficient. 


John  R.  Thompson.  Several  months  later, 
everything  would  change  when  Hitler’s 
forces  invaded  Poland,  effectively  beginning 
World  War  11. 

John  Thompson’s  career  in  the  military 
began  two  years  later  when  he  was  drafted 
into  the  Army  and  underwent  training 
with  the  Signal  Corps  as  a cryptologist. 
When  the  United  States  entered  the  war  on 
June  6,  1944,  John  was  assigned  to  the  7th 
Army  headed  by  Gen.  George  S.  Patton. 

Back  at  home,  Erna  Thompson  wanted 
to  help  out  with  the  cause  through  her 
experience  as  a registered  nurse,  but 
standing  in  her  way  was  the  rule  that 
married  nurses  were  not  allowed 
to  serve  in  the  military.  What  she  did  next 
would  become  history. 

“My  husband  was  in  the  Army,  and  we 
didn’t  have  any  kids,  so  I wrote  to  Eleanor 
Roosevelt,  and  she  sent  me  the  paperwork. 


I filled  it  out  and  sent  it  in,  and  that 
was  that,”  she  explained. 

First  Lady  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
convinced  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  that  married  women 
should  be  allowed  in  the  armed  forces 
because  of  Thompson’s  petition. 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  sent  back  a letter 
instructing  Thompson  to  report  to 
Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  making  her 
the  first  married  woman  ever  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Army. 

After  an  Army  physical  deemed  her  fit 
for  service,  2nd  Lt.  Erna  Thompson 
first  experienced  what  it  was  like  in 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  at  Camp  Hale 
in  Leadville,  Colo.  There  she  learned 
to  march  in  uniform  as  a member  of 
the  10th  Lightning  Division  bound 
for  Europe. 

The  Army  eventually  discovered  John 
Thompson  was  already  in  Europe, 
and  as  a married  couple,  they  were 
not  allowed  to  be  in  the  same  war 
zone.  By  the  end  of  1942,  she  was 
sent  to  Tacoma,  Wash.,  which  served 
as  an  assembly  point  before  shipping 
out  to  the  Pacific  Theater. 

During  the  next  two  years,  Erna 
Thompson  would  see  the  devastating 
effects  of  war  firsthand  in  the  injured 
young  men  brought  to  her  and  the 
other  nurses.  In  the  South  Pacific,  she 
received  patients  from  some  of  the 
most  important  battles  in  the  Pacific 
Theater,  such  as  Guadalcanal  and 
Iwo  Jima. 

When  Japan  surrendered 
Sept.  2,  1945,  ending  World  War 
11,  Thompson  needed  a break  and 
requested  to  be  discharged  from  the 
Army. 

However,  this  would  only  be 
temporary,  Thompson  was  called 
back  to  service  at  the  Army  Hospital 
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in  Puerto  Rico  where  John  was 
stationed.  During  the  next  20 
years,  she  switched  between 
roles  as  a civilian  and  an  enlisted 
woman. 

In  1966,  she  reached  the  pinnacle 
of  her  military  and  professional 
career  when  she  became  the  Chief 
Army  Nurse  at  the  U.S.  Hospital 
in  Berlin,  Germany.  Within 
three  years,  she  was  promoted  to 
colonel,  which  was  the  highest 
rank  ever  attained  by  a woman  in 
the  Army  at  the  time,  with  500 
personnel  working  under  her. 

In  1971,  with  a combined  total 
of  49  years  of  military  service 
between  Etna  and  John,  the  two 
retired  in  San  Antonio. 

Of  course,  Erna  Thompson  didn’t 
put  an  end  to  her  lifelong  mission 
of  helping  others.  She  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  charitable 
with  her  time  and  resources 
to  countless  organizations  and 
causes. 

According  to  her,  the  ability  to  do 
what  she  has  done  exists  in  us  all, 
but  it  takes  personal  sacrifice  and 
strong  commitment. 

“Most  importantly,  they  should  be 
willing  to  serve— loving  to  serve,” 
she  said. 

Although  she  has  spent  a lifetime 
making  the  world  a much  better 
place,  Thompson  would  probably 
be  the  last  to  tell  you  so. 

“I  don’t  think  I really  achieved 
that  much,”  she  said.  I’ve  had 
some  marvelous  experiences  in 
my  life.  I’ve  been  able  to  do  more 
than  I could  ever  have  dreamed 
of.  I’m  perfectly  happy.” 

Barnd  is  a communication  arts  and 
Spanish  major  from  Marion,  Iowa. 


Vachta  pedals  1,000  miles 
for  clean  water 


A young  boy  from  the  Dominican 
Republic  named  Boga  lives  hundreds  of 
miles  from  Tyler  Vachta  ’08  of  Cresco, 
Iowa. 

Boga  eats  one  small  meal  a day,  lacks 
medical  attention  and  education  and 
can’t  turn  on  a faucet  and  get  safe,  cleaia 
water. 

“Boga  touched  my  heart  with  his 
contagious  smile,  fun-loving  attitude  and 
eyes  that  had  seen  more  struggle  and 
tragedy  than  I have  ever  encountered,” 
said  Vachta,  who  met  Boga  during  a 
May  Term  course  in  2007.  “Like  all  of 
the  children  in  the  village,  Boga  always 
asked  for  a drink  of  my  water  when  it  was 
almost  gone.” 

Through  the  Waters  of  Hope  Project, 
Vachta  rode  his  bicycle  1,000  miles. 

He  joined  40  other  riders  from  Iowa, 
Missouri  and  Arizona  to  help  kids  in 
Sudan  and  Swaziland  who  lack  food  and 
clean  water. 

After  returning  from  Wartburg  West  in 
fall  2007,  Vachta  learned  St.  Andrew’s 


Episcopal  Church  in  Waverly  wanted  to 
support  a bicycle  rider  for  the  Waters  of 
Hope  project.  He  signed  on  to  put  his 
legs  to  work. 

Vachta  said  the  project  purchases 
chlorinators.  The  chlorinators  turn  table 
salt  into  a chlorine  solution  that  kills 
the  unsafe  parasites  that  contaminate 
drinking  water.  Though  this  project  won’t 
directly  affect  Boga,  Vachta  hopes  it  will 
someday  reach  his  young  friend. 

To  train  for  the  lO-day  journey  in  May, 
the  math  education  major  pedaled  on 
a stationary  bike  at  The  W,  and  moved 
outdoors  when  the  weather  improved. 

The  1,000  miles,  rain  or  shine,  was  worth 
helping  kids  like  Boga,  Vachta  said. 

“I  don’t  think  most  people  have  shared 
that  experience,”  he  added.  “If  more 
people  had,  I don’t  think  1,000  miles 
on  a bike  would  seem  like  all  that  much, 
knowing  it  has  the  potential  to  bring 
clean  water  to  thousands  of  people.” 

This  clean  water  has  the  potential  to  save 
young  kids  from  disease.  St.  Andrews 
collected  nickels  for  the  ride,  reminding 
donors  to  put  a nickel  in  a cup  every  time 
they  turned  on  a water  faucet. 

“In  the  United  States  we  take  for  granted 
that  whenever  we  turn  on  the  faucet 
something  clean  and  pure  enough 
to  drink  is  going  to  pour  out,”  said 
Vachta.  “It’s  sad  that  in  most  developing 
countries  the  running  water  isn’t  treated. 
Drinking  clean  water  is  seen  as  a luxury 
in  the  developing  world,  though  it  should 
be  a basic  right.” 

- Michelle  Caldwell 
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Students  cover  NIU  tragedy 

by  Michelle  Caldwell  '08 


hree  Wartburg  students  were 
among  the  journalists  from 
across  the  country  who  poured 
into  DeKalh,  111.,  in  the  days 
following  Feb.  14  shootings. 
Steven  Kazmierczak,  27,  killed 
five  and  wounded  16  more  before  killing 
himself  that  day. 

“It  was  pure  instinct  to  go,”  said  Travis 
Bockenstedt  ’09  of  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa. 
“Anyone  who  has  journalism  in  their  heart 
understands  there  was  just  a force  inside  of 
me  that  said  we  needed  to  go  and  cover  the 
story.” 

Wartburg’s  close  proximity  helped 
Bockenstedt’s  decision,  too. 

“The  Wartbutg  TV  program  combines  in- 
classroom  experience  with  the  real  world,” 
he  said.  We’re  training  journalists  to  work 
outside  the  classroom.  Although  we’re  a small 
station,  we  can  still  bring  national  issues  to  the 
forefront.” 

Wartburg  Television  staff  members  Nikki 
Newbrough  ’ 10  of  Montour,  Iowa,  and  Natalie 
Tendall  ’09  of  DeWitt,  Iowa,  accompanied  him 
on  the  trip. 

“The  car  was  no  doubt  already  packed  and  the 
crew  assembled  when  they  asked  permission,” 
said  Wartburg  Television  adviser  Dr.  Jeff  Stein. 


“My  only  request  was  that  they  keep  in  contact 
with  me  regarding  their  progress.” 

Within  40  minutes  of  making  the  decision  to 
travel  to  DeKalb,  each  student  had  gathered  a 
bag  and  left  Waverly.  The  trio  arrived  at  NIU  in 


time  for  a press  conference  the  morning  after  the 
shootings. 

Newbrough  said  she  and  the  others  were 
exhausted  after  the  long  drive.  But  once  on  the 
NIU  campus,  the  media  frenzy  and  emotional 
impact  of  the  shootings  hit  the  Wartburg 
students. 

“We  had  our  blinders  on  when  we  got  there,” 
said  Newbrough.  “We  just  knew  we  needed  to 
get  the  story  and  get  it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was 
on  the  way  home  that  the  emotional  part  set  in.” 

Flowever,  it  was  tough  to  remain  professional 
while  meeting  with  John  Puterbaugh,  editor  of 


the  NIU  student  newspaper,  and  witnesses  of 
the  shootings,  said  Bockenstedt. 

“As  a journalist,  you  get  really  caught  up  in  the 
rush,  but  then  I saw  how  you  can  get  detached 
in  a situation,”  said  Bockenstedt.  “That  barrier 
changed  when  a network 
photojournalist  hugged  a 
student  at  NIU;  that  had 
a big  impact  on  me.  Even 
though  we’re  journalists, 
we’re  human,  too.” 

The  Wartburg  crew  spent 
much  of  its  time  with 
staff  from  the  student 
newspaper,  The  Northern 
Star.  Newbrough  said  she 
was  amazed  at  how  the  Star  staff  came  together 
at  such  a difficult  time. 

“If  this  had  happened  at  Wartburg,  how  would 
our  student  media  respond?”  Newbrough  asked. 
“Thirty  people  (from  the  Star  staff)  came  into 
the  office  that  day.  They  took  pictures  and 
talked  to  as  many  people  as  possible,  and  I 
kept  thinking,  how  would  people  at  Wartburg 
respond?” 


Caldwell  majored  In  communication  arts  major  and  Is 
from  Washington,  Iowa.  She  now  works  as  a producer  at 
KWWL-TV  In  Waterloo. 


Although  (WTV  is)  a small  station,  we  can 
still  bring  national  issues  to  the  forefront.  yy 
-Travis  Bockenstedt  '09 


Self-Help  International  is  a Waverly-based  nonprofit 
development  organization  committed  to  alleviating  hunger. 
It  partners  with  Wartburg  to  stress  service  during  the 
educational  process  through  internship,  work-study  and 
volunteer  programs.  Among  the  Wartburg  students  who 
interned  at  Self-Help  International  in  2008  were,  from  left 
and  posing  with  executive  director  Merry  Bunger  Fredrick 
70,  (second  from  right):  Sarah  Roberts  '08,  a communication 
design  and  public  relations  major  from  Des  Moines, 

Iowa;  Dinara  Seytnazarova  of  Uzbekistan,  who  majored 
in  economics;  and  Jessica  Knutson  '09,  a Spanish  and 
community  sociology  major  from  West  Allis,  Wis. 
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Dr.  Dan  Kittle,  director  of  the  Center 
for  Community  Engagement,  and 
wife,  Ashley  '06,  spent  1 0 months  serving 
the  Blue  Mountain  Project  (BMP)  in  a rural 
village  in  Jamaica's  Blue  Mountains. 


"BMP  has  a well-established  basic  clinic  in  the 
village  with  a Jamaican  nurse," said  Dan. "The 
challenge  while  we  were  there  was  to  help  the 
BMP  take  another  step.  We  worked  to  evaluate 
their  programs  and  give  voice  to  the  community 
as  the  organization  went  through  another 
planning  process." 
www.bluemountainproject.org 


"We  lived  in  a small  village  in  the 
mountains,"  said  Ashley. "We  served  a 
network  of  villages  where  approximately  1,000 
people  live.  We  tutored  kids,  taught  people 
to  read,  organized  community  meetings 
and  coordinated  the  service  of  short-term 
volunteers.  Our  role  was  to  become  a part  of  the 
community  and  help  the  BMP  find  ways  to  be  a 
positive  catalyst," said  Ashley. 

"We  lived  like  our  neighbors,"  said 
Dan.  "No  running  water,  sporadic  electricity,  a 
zinc  roof  that  leaked,  and  a 'kitchen'the  size  of 
a closet  with  a two-burner  propane  stove.  We 
ate  lots  of  rice  and  canned  foods.  We  won't  be 
eating  any  rice  and  beans  for  a while." 

"We  learned  a lot  about  ourselves," 

said  Ashley.  "The  daily  challenges  of  living  were 
difficult.  Everything  takes  longer.  We  had  to 
bathe  in  a river,  do  our  laundry  in  the  river  and 
boil  our  water  for  everything.  You  are  stronger 
than  you  think  you  are,  and  we  had  to  rely  on 
each  other  for  the  daily  challenges." 


"We  stretched  our  first-aid  skills  in 
more  than  one  way,"  said  Ashley. "During 
the  rainy  season  the  two  roads  that  provide 
access  to  our  village  were  flooded.  Four  of  us, 
and  none  of  whom  had  anything  beyond  first 
aid  skills,  had  to  deliver  a baby  girl.  Dan  read  the 
'How-to-book,' I'caught' her,  and  the  executive 
director  cut  the  cord.  We  just  went  step  by  step 
doing  the  best  we  could.  Fortunately,  the  baby 
and  mother  are  doing  just  fine." 


- Michelle  Caldwell 


Ohle  leaves  'legacy  to  build  on' 


by  Karris  Golden  '98 


President  Jack  R.  Ohle  believes  Wartburg 
has  demonstrated  its  greatness. 


region,  said  Fred  W.  Hagemann  ’67,  chair  of 
the  Board  of  Regents. 


The  college  is  well  respected  academically 
throughout  the  region,  and  its  faculty  often 
receive  national  attention.  Programs  are 
strong.  The  students  are  among  the  nation’s 
finest. 

The  college  is  now  in  the  midst  of  great 
opportunity— an  era  of  achievement  in  which 
Ohle  can  toss  a perfect  pass  to  his  successor. 

On  July  1,  Ohle  will  assume  the  role  of 
president  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  College  in 
St.  Peter,  Minn.  He  succeeds  James  L. 
Peterson,  who  retired.  Like  Wartburg, 
Gustavus  Adolphus  is 
a private  liberal  arts 
college  affiliated  with 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America. 


“Just  as  this  is  a new  opportunity  for  Jack 
and  Kris,  Wartburg  is  poised  for  great 
things,  thanks  in  large  part  to  the  dynamic 
leadership  and  vision  they  both  brought  to 
Wartburg,”  said  Hagemann.  “We  are  grateful 
to  President  Oble  for  leading  the  college 
through  a lO-year  period  of  unprecedented 
growth  in  enrollment  and  in  the  endowment, 
academic  achievements  and  the  rebuilding  of 
the  campus  infrastructure.  He  leaves  us  with  a 
solid  foundation  and  a legacy  to  build  on.” 

The  Board  of  Regents  appointed  Ohle,  61, 
president  of  Wartburg  College  May  1,  1998. 


10  years  have  been  the  most 


U The  past 


fulfilling  and  rewarding  in  our  career.  ^ ^ 

- President  Jack  R.  Ohle 


“The  past  10  years  have 
been  the  most  fulfilling 
and  rewarding  in  our 
career,”  Ohle  said.  “This 
is  the  toughest  decision 
my  wife,  Kris,  and  1 have 
ever  made;  we  would  not 
be  doing  this  if  the  college  were  not  in  a good 
place.  The  invitation  to  assume  the  presidency 
at  Gustavus  Adolphus  College  comes  at  an 
ideal  time  for  a transition  in  leadership  as 
Wartburg  moves  dramatically  into  its  future.” 

Ohle  added  that  he  understands  he  will  be 
remembered  as  “the  president  who  built 
buildings,”  and  he  accepts  the  label.  During 
his  tenure,  Wartburg  renovated  the  Science 
Center,  Saemann  Student  Center  and  Vogel 
Library.  The  college  also  built  Knights  Village 
and  Lohe  Hall  residence  halls,  a new  campus 
entrance,  Walston-Hoover  Stadium  and,  most 
recently,  the  Wartburg-Waverly  Sports  &. 
Wellness  Center. 

“Building  buildings  is  fun,  and  it  is  good,” 
he  said.  “Infrastructure  gives  the  college  a 
base.  Wartburg  is  in  a very  good  place  to  take 
a position  of  prominence  in  the  state  and 
region— to  be  a driving  force.” 

The  Ohles  helped  make  Wartburg  one  of  the 
premier  liberal  arts  colleges  in  the  state  and 


“I  appreciate  the  opportunities  I had  to 
engage  the  Wartburg  constituencies  in  the 
future  of  the  college.  These  are  exciting  times 
at  Wartburg  College— a vital,  dynamic  and 
competitive  institution  in  every  sense.  The 


future  of  the  college  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
regents,  alumni,  faculty,  staff  and  students,  as 
it  has  always  been.” 

During  Opening  Convocation  in  2003,  Ohle 
reflected  on  his  roots  and  what  brought  him 
to  Wartburg. 

“Two  of  the  most  important  influences  in 
my  life  were  my  mother  and  father,”  he  said 
during  the  ceremony.  “Their  insistence  that  I 
be  everything  I could  be  drove  me  to  succeed. 
Mom  would  say  when  I left  for  school  every 
day,  ‘Jack,  plug  in.’  I didn’t  know  it  then,  but 
I know  now  that  I was  hearing  the  calling.” 

Ohle’s  parents  were  not  able  to  attend  college. 
Instead,  they  each  had  helped  their  parents 
through  difficult  financial  times.  At  18, 

Ohle’s  father  went  to  work  in  an  Ohio  steel 
mill,  from  which  he  retired  43  years  later. 

As  a boy,  Ohle  entertained  what  he  perceived 
to  be  an  unattainable  dream:  He  wanted  to 
play  college  football.  That  dream  did  become 
a reality  when  a friend  of  the  family,  Dr.  Herb 
Leicy,  took  Ohle  on  a college  visit  to  Ohio 
Northern  University.  Leicy  was  an  Ohio 
Northern  alumnus  and  served  on  its  board. 

“Dr.  Leicy  told  me,  ‘Go  to  college  here.  And 
by  the  way,  I talked  to  the  football  coach, 
and  they  have  a scholarship  for  you  to  help 
you  with  your  expenses.’  I now  realize  I was 
hearing  another  calling,  and  someone  else  saw 
something  in  me  I had  not  seen  in  myself.” 

Dr.  Samuel  Meyer,  then  president  of  Ohio 
Northern,  offered  Ohle  another  glimpse  of  his 
future.  He  told  the  young  man  he  would  be  a 
college  president  someday. 

“Little  did  I know  or  believe  then  that  it  was 
a call,”  said  Ohle,  who  received  a bachelor’s 
degree  in  social  work  in  1969. 

He  went  on  to  earn  a master’s  degree  in 
higher  education  administration  from 
Bowling  Green  State  University  in  Ohio  and 
holds  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Wartburg  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Today,  Ohle  realizes  part  of  his  calling  was  to 
guide  Wartburg  through  its  most  significant 
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Left:Ohle  addresses 
attendees  at  the  October 
2006  gala  reception 
for  the  conclusion  of 
Campaign  Wartburg. 


Below; Ohie  talks  with 
members  of  the  football 
team. 


long-range  planning  effort.  Commission 
Wartburg,  based  on  a constituent-based 
planning  model  he  developed,  engaged  235 
alumni  and  friends  in  examining  the  college’s 
strengths,  needs  and  goals. 


Commission  Wartburg  became  part  of  the 
Harvard  University  graduate  school  of  Higher 
Education  case  study  catalog  for  general 
instructional  use.  Ohle  and  Hagemann  were 
invited  to  Harvard  to  present  a seminar  on 
Commission  Wartburg. 


“My  tenure  here  is  inextricably  linked  to 
Commission  Wartburg,”  said  Ohle.  “Since 
the  board  published  Priorities  for  the  Future 
in  October  2000,  97  percent  of  the  266 
recommendations  have  been  fulfilled.” 


One  recommendation  was  to  launch  Campaign 
Wartburg,  the  college’s  largest  fundraising 
effort.  In  fall  2006,  the  college  announced  that 
Campaign  Wartburg  surpassed  its  goal  of  $88 
million  by  raising  $90.3  million. 

Enrollment  increased  from  1,400  to  1,800, 
and  21  new  full-time  faculty  positions  were 
created.  New  technology  was  integrated  across 
the  campus. 

The  college  also  expanded  its  community 
outreach  with  programs  that  have  gained  a 
national  reputation.  A $2.5  million  grant  from 
the  Eli  Lilly  and  Company  Foundation  led 
to  a vocational  discernment  program  called 
Discovering  and  Claiming  Our  Callings,  and 
the  Center  for  Community  Engagement  was 
opened. 

At  the  close  of  Commission  Wartburg  in 
October  2007,  the  big  question  was  “What’s 
next?”  Ohle  and  the  Board  of  Regents 
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responded  with  Commission  on  Mission,  the 
next  phase  in  the  college’s  constituent-based 
strategic  planning. 

“1  have  been  very  fortunate  to  serve  Wartburg 
during  a time  when  the  college’s  ethos  has  been 
highlighted  so  prominently.  Many  people  at  the 
college  and  associated  with  Wartburg  can  quote 
its  mission:  ‘Wartburg  College  is  dedicated  to 
challenging  and  nurturing  students  for  lives  of 
leadership  and  service  as  a spirited  expression  of 
their  faith  and  learning.’ 

“Those  words  speak  to  everything  Kris  and  I 
have  tried  to  do  during  our  tenure  at  Wartburg. 
We  have  both  worked  hard,  because  those  words 
offer  a strong  call  to  action.  We  believe  that 
statement  says  everything  we  need  to  say  about 
the  type  of  education  Wartburg  offers.  As  a 
result,  our  legacy  can  be  seen  in  how  we  have 
tried  to  live  that  statement.” 


Golden  ed/ts  Wartburg  Magazine. 


Some  of  Ohie's  achievements 
as  Wartburg  president 

3rd  most  senior  president  in  the  ELCA's  28 
colleges  and  universities 

Chaired  executive  committee  of  the  Council  of 
Presidents  of  ELCA  Colleges  and  Universities 

Chaired  the  Lutheran  Educational  Conference 
of  North  America  Presidents  Council 

Chair  and  member  of  the  Council  for  the 
Advancement  and  Support  of  Education 
Board  ofTrustees 

CASE  Distinguished  Service  Award 

CASE  Chief  Executive  Leadership  Award 

Chair  of  the  Iowa  College  Foundation  Board 

Chair  of  the  Iowa  Association  of  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities 

Board  member  of  the  Foundation  for 
independent  Fligher  Education 

Board  of  Directors  of  State  Bank  and  Trust  of 
Waverly,  Iowa 

Vice  chair  of  Allen  Health  Systems 

Board  member  of  the  Tuition  Plan  Consortium 

Board  member  of  the  Iowa  Special  Olympics 
Board 

Ohie's  impact  on  Wartburg 

Constituent  involvement  and  strategic 
planning 

Commission  Wartburg  1999-2007 

Campaign  Wartburg  1998-2006 

Commission  on  Mission  2007-present 

Established  1 0 national  advisory  boards  and 
President's  Advisory  Council 

Increased  academic  expenses  by  nearly  96% 

74%  Wartburg  endowment  growth 

Added  more  than  20  new  faculty  members 
and  decreased  student-faculty  ratio 

Added  $103.5  million  in  facilities  and 
equipment  improvement 

Enrollment  grew  18% 

Expanded  campus  ministry 

Improved  student  diversity 

Instituted  Center  for  Community  Engagement 
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NCAA  basketball 

keeps  Grace  connected 

by  Mark  Adkins  '90 


Gary  Grace  enjoys  his  involvement  with 
intercollegiate  athletics. 

Whether  it’s  serving  Wartburg  in  his  former  role 
as  director  of  athletics,  overseeing  operations 
of  the  Wartburg'Waverly  Sports  & Wellness 
Center  in  his  current  position  as  vice  president 
for  administration  or  even  his  previous  years  as  a 
basketball  coach,  he’s  been  committed  to  the  value 
of  NCAA  Division  III  athletics. 

“I’ve  always  appreciated  the  interaction  with 
studenuathletes  and  other  coaches,”  Grace  said. 


“That’s  what  makes  college  athletics  so  fun  for 
me— getting  to  know  those  people  on  a personal 
level.” 

During  the  course  of  the  last  four  years,  Grace 
rekindled  his  firsthand  connection  with  athletics 
through  the  Division  III  men’s  basketball 
championship  committee.  Working  his  way  up 
through  the  national  committee,  he  served  the 
past  two  years  as  chairman.  His  work  with  the 
committee  ended  in  June. 

“When  you  see  CBS  Sports  clips  of  the  ‘war  room’ 


for  the  Division  I men’s  tournament  selections, 
it’s  along  the  same  lines  for  Division  III,”  he  said. 
“It’s  a thorough  process,  enabling  the  committee 
to  select  the  best  teams.” 

Before  the  committee  convenes  in  Indianapolis 
to  choose  the  field,  the  process  begins  with 
conference  calls  throughout  the  fall  and  winter. 

“We’re  going  through  the  regional  rankings, 
keeping  up  to  date  on  recent  results,  and  looking 
at  possible  site  selections  as  the  rankings  change,” 
Grace  said.  “All  of  that  information  continues  to 


I’lioto  by  Kol.ind  herne  08.  Photo  submitted.  Photo  by  Koland  l erne  U8. 


Sp#rt  Replay 


build  until  late  February.  We  are  in  constant 
contact  in  the  weeks  leading  up  to  Selection 
Sunday.” 

“Selection  Sunday”  is  just  as  long  a day  on  the 
Division  III  level,  Grace  added. 

“We  have  a map  put  up  in  the  room  and 
begin  piecing  the  regions  together,”  he  said. 
“We  review  conferences  that  have  automatic 
qualifiers  along  with  some  Pool  B (conferences 
with  no  automatic  qualifiers)  and  Pool  C 
(remaining  at-large  teams)  to  consider. 

TFie  NCAA  has  specific  selecting  criteria,  Grace 
explained. 

“It’s  based  on  your  win-loss  percentage  in 
Division  III,  your  strength  of  schedule  and 


regional  representatives  for  those  sites.  However, 
there  were  needs  at  the  main  regional  venues,  so 
usually  you  went  to  the  one  closest  to  you.” 

And,  of  course,  the  chairperson  gets  to  go  to  the 
Final  Four,  Grace  added  with  a smile. 

“It’s  an  awesome  venue;  what  Salem  and  the 
Roanoke,  Va.,  area  have  done  for  Division 
III  men’s  basketball  is  incredible.  They  really 
roll  out  the  red  carpet,  offering  a tremendous 
experience  for  the  student-athletes.” 

The  national  committee,  in  joint  cooperation 
with  the  City  of  Salem  and  the  Old  Dominion 
Athletic  Conference,  help  facilitate  the  Division 
III  Final  Four. 

As  committee  chairman,  Grace  had  a special 


ve  always  appreciated  the  interaction 
with  student'athletes  and  other  coaches. 


-Gary  Grace 


some  other  factors.  Our  committee  really  put 
in  some  long  hours.  It’s  a great  group  that  has 
a tremendous  knowledge  of  basketball  from  so 
many  different  sources.  All  of  that  information 
helps  us  pick  the  best  tournament  field.” 

The  work  doesn’t  end  with  “Selection  Sunday.” 
After  decisions  are  made,  it’s  time  for  the 
committee  to  focus  on  the  “Big  Dance”— 
Division  III  style. 

“Once  the  tournament  pairings  were 
announced,  my  duties  as  the  national  chair  had 
a new  focus,”  he  noted.  “1  wasn’t  necessarily  tied 
to  going  to  an  early-rounds  sectional,  as  we  had 


role:  delivering  the  national  championship 
trophy  to  Washington  University  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  when  it  claimed  the  top  spot  and  all  of  the 
individual  player  awards. 

“It  all  wrapped  up  with  a few  more  conference 
calls  to  recap  items  from  the  2008  tournament 
and  then  to  discuss  2009,”  he  said.  “Now,  I’m 
back  to  serving  Wartburg.” 

And,  as  always,  keeping  himself  connected  to 
athletics. 

Adkins  is  sports  information  director  and  edits  sports  for 
Wartburg  Magazine. 


Save  the  date  Save  the  date 


Aug.  7 

2008  Booster  Club 
summer  golf  outing 
Centennial  Oaks  Golf  Club 


Oct.  10-11 

Max  Championship 
Cross  Country  Course 
dedication  weekend 


Check  out  www.go-knights.net  for  details. 


Wartburg  hosted  the  2008  NCAA  Division 
ill  women’s  golf  championships  May  13-16. 
Centennial  Oaks  Golf  Club  in  Waverly  was  the 
home  course  as  the  event  visited  Iowa  for  the 
first  time,  The  Knights  finished  10th. 


Wartburg's  wrestling  program  was  at  the 
pinnacle  of  NCAA  Division  III  in  early  March, 
winning  its  sixth  national  team  championship. 
Jacob  Naig  '09  of  Emmetsburg,  Iowa, 

1 57-pounder  Aaron  Wernimont  '09  of 
Pocahontas,  Iowa,  and  1 84-pounder  Romeo 
Djoumessi  '09  of  Waverly,  Iowa,  added  their 
names  to  the  program's  individual  national 
title  roll. 


Head  track  and  field  coach  Marcus  Newsom's 
women's  team  nearly  gave  Wartburg  two 
team  national  titles  in  a two-week  period 
in  early  March.  The  Knights  placed  second 
by  three  points  (30-27)  to  Illinois  Wesleyan 
for  first  place  at  the  2008  indoor  national 
championships.  A close  battle  between 
Hannah  Baker  'lOof  Keota,  Iowa,  and  IWU's 
Rachel  Anderson  in  the  4x400  was  one  of 
many  highlights. 
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been  my  academic  adviser,' research  advFser 
and  professor  over  the  past  four  years.  I've 
never  been  intrigued  and  repulsed  by  the 
same  subject  matter  until  listening  to  the 
content  of  Dr.  V's  lectures.  In  'Microbiology' 
we  learn  about  parasites,  fungus,  bacteria 
and  other  minuscule  invaders  that  can 
leave  one  with  an  unsettled  stomach  after 
lecture,  especially  at  the  noon  hour.  I don't 
think  I have  ever  used  more  antibacterial 
hand  sanitizer  in  one  semester. 

- Anna  Moeller  '08  of  Denver,  Iowa,  introducing  Dr.  Roy 
Ventullo,  recipient  of  the  2008  John  0.  Chellevold  Student 
Award  for  Teaching  Excellence  and  Professional  Service, 
at  the  April  8 Excellence  in  Teaching  and  Scholarship 
Convocation 


Greg  Mortenson 

It  is  important  to 

note  that  when  we  speak  of  Wartburg  being  a 
college  of  the  church,  we  are  not  talking  about 
some'historic' verbiage  we  use  to  describe 
our  connection  to  the  Wartburg  Castle.  We 
must  be  living  it  out  the  way  we  function  as  an 
institution.  If  we  do  not,  no  discussions  about 
Wartburg's  mission,  it  being  a college  of  the 
church  or  its  work  toward  faith  development 
or  service  as  a way  of  life  will  make  sense  to 
those  who  teach  and  serve  here,  much  less  to 
the  students. That  means  we  must  make  sure 
we  live  out  justice,  respect,  hospitality,  trust  and 
mutuality. 

- The  Rev.  Ramona  Bouzard,  director  of  church  relations  and 
associate  in  campus  ministry 

• • • 


behind  every  successful  man  there  is  a strong  and 
supportive  wife,  as  well  as  a very  surprised  mother- 
in-law.  I'd  like  to  thank  my  wife  of  over  30  years ... 
as  well  as  my  very  surprised  mother-in-law  for  their 
support. 

- Dr.  Richard  L.  Wahl  74,  world-renowned  nuclear  medicine  expert 
and  professor  of  radiology  at  Johns  Hopkins  University,  accepting  an 
honorary  Doctor  of  Science  degree  at  Commencement  May  25 

The  key  to  my 

inclusion  was  not  being  less  disabled;  the  key 
was  being  more  creative. 

- Norman  Kune  of  Broadreach  Training  & Resources  delivering  the 
April  8 speech  Everything  Worth  Knowing  I Learned  from  Being 
Disabled  in  McCaskey  Lyceum 


Commencement  2008 


It  is  sometimes  said  that 


Driving  to  campus 

today,  I couldn't  see  anything  because  of  the  fog, 
but  1 had  this  feeling  that  I was  coming  home.  Now 
that  I've  been  to  Wartburg  and  met  the  students 
and  the  faculty,  I understand  why. 

- Greg  Mortenson,  speaking  to  a small  group  he  dined  with  Virhile 
visiting  campus  in  March 


The  Rev.  Ramona  Bouzard 


off  on 

our  next  step,  some  of  us  are 


going  to  graduate  school  (and) 
some  of  us  are  going  into  the 

work  force But  as  we  move  . 

onto  this  next  step,  just  be 
thankful  for  all  the  little  things  in 
your  life. 

- Kevin  C.  Balster  '08  of  Monticello,  Iowa, 
speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Class  of  2008 
at  Commencement  May  25 


KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


mentors,  Dr.  Ken  Damman,  my 
undergraduate  adviser,  had  his  work 
cut  out  for  him:  In  my  first  semester 
sophomore  year  after  working  diligently 
and  hitting  the  books  all  the  time  I 
managed  to  pull  a 1 .2  semester  GPA.  Try 
explaining  that  to  your  parents! 


When  I came  back  to  school  in  January, 
Ken  called  me  in  his  office.  He  said  he  was 
looking  for  a student  to  help  him  with  his 
research.  I find  out  what  he  really  needed 
was  someone  to  go  out  to  an  ice-covered 
lake,  drill  holes  in  the  ice  and  collect 
slime 


Needless  to  say  this  was  a turning  point 
for  me,  it  turned  out  I loved  the  field 
work  and  the  discovery  of  all  those  little 
critters  working  together  to  make  the 
lake  system  work!  A side  effect  to  my 
being  mentored  in  research  was  that  my 
interest  in  the  science  went  up — as  did 
my  grades — and  I was  on  the  dean's  list 
my  last  two  years  of  college.  I had  found 
my  calling — science. 

- Dr.  Roy  Ventullo,  professor  of  biology,  Burk-Will  Chair 
in  Biology  and  director  of  undergraduate  research, 
addressing  the  audience  after  receiving  the  2008  John 
0.  Chellevold  Student  Award  for  Teaching  Excellence  and 
Professional  Service  at  convocation  April  8 


t's  exciting 


[to  do 

tHe’f'esearch  . . . and  alsTto  b'e^  part 
of  history.  It's  exciting  to  help  other 
scholars  find  a platform  for  their  efforts 
and  doubly  exciting  to  share  these 
experiences  with  students. 


- German  history  expert  and  retired  university  professor 
Dr.  GeraIrLB.  Ktemfeld,  accepting  an  honorary  Doctor 
of  Homan  Utters  degree  atCommencement  May  25 


1950 

The  Rev.  ARNOLD  and  Helen  IMBROCK,  Waverly,  Iowa, 
celebrated  their  60'*'  wedding  anniversary  Dec.  26, 
2007.  A gathering  of  their  family  took  place  in  January 
in  Minneapolis. 

1954 

EVERETT  BLOBAUM,  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  received 
the  Iowa  Lions  Foundation  Warren  Coleman  Honorary 
Award  in  recognition  for  his  commitment  to  serving 
Lionism.  This  award  is  conferred  on  persons  who 
demonstrate  community  service. 

1956 

Dr.  WALTER  PILGRIM,  Steilacoom,  Wash.,  retired  from 
teaching  at  Pacific  Lutheran  University,  Tacoma. 

1957 

Dr.  GEORGE  HERBENER,  Corydon,  Ind.,  was  honored 
by  the  Indiana  Chapter  of  The  Nature  Conservancy  for 
more  than  1 0 years  of  service  to  its  Blue  River  Project. 

1963 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 
OSCAR  SCOFIELD,  Winston-Salem,  NC,  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  American  Motorcycle  Heritage 
Foundation.  The  foundation  is  responsible  for 
operations  of  the  Motorcycle  Hall  of  Fame  Museum, 
Pickerington,  Ohio. 

1965 

The  Rev.  DANIEL  LITZER,  LaGrande,  Wash.,  retired  as 
pastor  at  Bethany  Lutheran  Church,  Spanaway. 

1966 

MICHAEL  WEIDMAN,  Denver,  Iowa,  is  a courier  with 
Pitney  Bowes. 

1967 

GARY  GAPEN,  Verona,  Wis.,  is  an  addiction  counselor 
with  Uplands  Counseling  Associates,  a private  practice 
group,  Dodgeville. 

1968 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 
JOHN  WIESE,  Urbandale,  Iowa,  retired  after  34  years  of 
federal  service  from  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
Jan.  3,  2007. 

1970 

CYNTHIA  GREMMELS,  Watertown,  Wis.,  retired  as  an 
instructor  with  Madison  Area  Technical  College. 

MICHAEL  LAJKO,  Riddle,  Ore.,  is  a front  desk  clerk  with 
Seven  Feathers  Hotel  & Casino  Resort,  Canyonville. 

1971 

STEPHEN  TENDALL,  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  the  head 
of  the  counseling  department  with  St.  Ambrose 
University. 

1972 

JULIEANNE  MORTON  GENTZ,  Washington,  Iowa,  is 
the  coordinator  of  a new  Federal  English  Language 
Learners  (ELL)  grant  administered  by  the  Project  Office 
at  William  Penn  University,  Oskaloosa.  She  also  is  an 
adjunct  ELL  instructor  and  works  with  the  university's 
online  ELL  endorsement  program. 


DAVID  KRAMER,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  retired  as 
commissioner  of  parks  for  the  City  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

CRAIG  PARKER,  Brawley,  Calif.,  was  named  director 
Independent  Power  Producers  Environmental  Services 
for  CalEnergy,  Calipatria. 

1973 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 
DALE  FOX,  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  was  elected  mayor. 
He  is  a middle  school  technology  teacher  for  the 
Starmont  Consolidated  School  District  and  operates 
Strawberry  Computing. 

KATHLYN  WIECK  HOFMANN,  Germany,  retired  after 
27  years  of  teaching  German  and  English  as  a Second 
Language  for  the  DoDEA  Schools. 

CHERYL  SCHUTTE  PARKER,  Brawley,  Calif.,  is 
community  educator  with  Pioneers  Memorial  Hospital. 

1974 

ROSITA  SCHUMACHER  TENDALL,  Davenport,  Iowa,  is 
an  elementary  music  instructor  in  the  music  education 
department  with  Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  III. 

1975 

JERRY  LAWRENCE,  Racine,  Wis.,  is  the  vice  president 
for  human  resources  with  the  Whitesell  Corporation, 
Naples,  Fla. 

NELLA  VON  DOHREN  SPURLING, Temple,  Texas,  was 
named  Texas  German  Teacher  of  the  Year  by  the  Texas 
Foreign  Language  Association.  She  teaches  German  at 
Temple  High  School. 

1979 

Dr.  GUNDARS  KAUPINS,  Boise,  Idaho,  was  named 
department  chair  of  the  management  department 
at  Boise  State  University  and  John  Elorriaga  Fellow. 

He  has  been  human  resource  management  professor 
there  since  1986. 

Dr.  DIANA  WENZEL,  Blanca,  Colo.,  is  the  chief 
academic  officer  with  Adams  State  University,  Alamosa. 

1980 

MARCIA  DAVIDS  GACKLE,  Lewisville,  Texas,  was 
Teacher  of  the  Year  at  Killough  Lewisville  High  School 
North  where  she  teaches  special  education. This  is  her 
third  year  at  the  high  school  and  1 2 with  Lewisville 
Independent  School  District. 

RICHARD  HAMMERBERG,  HighI  and  Village,  Texas,  was 
promoted  to  president  of  CTL/Thompson  Inc.,  Dallas. 

1981 

BOB  REITER,  Centennial,  Colo.,  was  promoted  to 
president  of  IMA,  Inc.,  Denver. 

1982 

Dr.  CARLA  STAHLBERG  SCHULZ,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
was  one  of  six  Outstanding  Award  Winners  announced 
at  the  Waypoint  Services  for  Women,  Children  and 
Families  26*  annual  Tribute  to  Women  of  Achievement 
Oct.  4. 
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1983 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-1 9 
DANIEL  KLINE,  Wilmington,  Del.,  was  named  vice 
president  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Healthcare  System  and  site 
administrator  of  St.  Joseph's  Wayne  Hospital,  Wayne,  N.J. 

ROD  PRITCHARD,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  awarded 
a Master  of  Arts  degree  in  communication  studies 
from  the  University  of  Northern  Iowa,  Cedar  Falls,  in 
December.  He  is  director  of  marketing  and  public 
relations  at  Coe  College. 

MARK  ZACHARISEN,  Nampa,  Idaho,  is  president  of 
Zacharisen  Seed  Company. 

1984 

John  and  STACY  ROBBTHORSON,  Mazeppa,  Minn., 
announce  the  January  adoption  of  Addy  Xian.  She  was 
born  March  28,  2007.  She  joins  Anja,  6. 

DAVID  VICK,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  announces  the  birth  of 
Lilly,  January. 

1985 

SHANA  FLIGINGER,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  promoted 
to  senior  systems  engineer  at  Rockwell  Collins  Inc. 

LINDA  CLAUSSEN  PEYTON,  Marion,  Iowa,  was  one 
of  six  Outstanding  Award  Winners  announced  at  the 
Waypoint  Services  for  Women,  Children  and  Families 
26’*'  annual  Tribute  to  Women  of  Achievement 
Oct.  4,  Cedar  Rapids. 

1986 

GARY  JOHNSON,  Tomball,  Texas,  was  promoted  the 
officer  in  charge  of  Division  6 Publications  Services  for 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary.  Division  6 is  part  of  the 
Coast  Guard's  District  8 Coastal  Region. 


LEANN  BORNSTEIN 

ERENBERGER,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  among  five 
financial  consultants  with  U.S.  Bancorp  Investments  Inc. 
(USBI)  named  in  the  eighth  annual  Top  50  Bank  Reps 
by  Bank  Investment  Consultant,  a trade  magazine  for 
investment  consultants  and  senior  sales  management 
in  bank  investment  programs.  LeAnn  is  a financial 
consultant  with  USBI. 


This  image  depicts  the  style  Bartels  Lutheran  Retirement  Home 
plans  for  its  Eisenach  Village  community  center.  Image:  ® Epcon 
Communities  Franchising,  Inc.  2008 

Wartburg,  Bartels  partner 
to  offer  senior  housing 

Wartburg  will  partner  with  Bartels  Lutheran  Retirement  Community  in  Waverly 
to  develop  quality  senior  housing  in  a desirable  location  with  a focus  on  lifelong 
learning,  said  Dr.  Edith  Waldstein 
'73,  vice  president  for  enrollment 
management. 

"Vibrant,  active  senior  citizens  want 
to  be  engaged  and  involved  in 
life,"  she  added.  "They  want  to  be 
intellectually  challenged  and  enjoy 
educational  opportunities. They 
want  access  to  wellness  facilities  and 
recreation.  They  value  the  freedom  to 
pursue  second  careers  or  volunteer 
opportunities.  They  want  to  be  able 
to  participate  in  cultural  activities  and 
watch  sporting  events." 

The  college  offers  these  opportunities, 

Waldstein  explained. 

"Wartburg  has  alumni,  their  families,  retired  faculty  and  staff  who  want  to  be  a part 
of  this  type  of  retirement  community,"she  said.  "For  alumni  in  particular,  this  is  a 
community  that  will  be  in  close  proximity  to  the  campus  of  their  alma  mater. 

"In  turn,  Wartburg's  faculty,  students  and  staff  will  have  the  opportunity  to  develop 
intergenerational  programming  at  Eisenach  Village  and  on  campus,  involving  the 
residents," she  said. 

Other  benefits  include: 

• Keeping  current  alumni,  staff,  faculty  and  friends  connected  and  attract  some  back 
to  the  area 

• Providing  attractive  neighborhood  growth  near  campus 

• Expanding  opportunities  for  student  internships/practica  in  health-related  and 
other  areas 

• Volunteer  and  employment  opportunities  for  students 


This  image  depicts  the  style  Bartels  Lutheran 
Retirement  Home  plans  for  multiple  housing 
units  in  Eisenach  Village.  Image:  ® Epcon 
Communities  Franchising,  Inc.  2008 


It  works  out  for  Bartels,  too,  said  Waldstein,  as  the  partnership  will  achieve  the 
organizational  goal  of  growing  independent  living,  carrying  out  the  mission  of  serving 
the  community,  growing  in  community-based  services  and  strengthening  community 
integration  and  outreach. 

Preliminary  site  drawings  are  completed  and  Bartels  will  begin  marketing  and  pre-sales 
this  summer.  Construction  will  begin  about  a year  from  now. 
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1987 

LINDA  MAUGHAN,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  is 
a media  buyer  with  ME&V. 

1988 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 

Dr.  J.  PAUL  SECRIST,  Southborough, 
Mass.,  is  a director  with  Archemix, 
Boston. 

1989 

Dr.  ANNE  BRAUNSCHWEIG 
CAPISTRANT,  Flealy,  Ala.,  completed 
the  Iditarod  Trail  Sled  Dog  Race  in 
March  2008. 

MARK  SAYLOR  and  Jackie  Logemann, 
Creston,  Iowa,  were  married  Jan.  1 9. 

KORI  STOFFREGEN,  Greencastle,  Ind., 
was  named  the  recipient  of  Wartburg 
College  Athletic  Department's  2007 
: John  Kurtt  Alumni  Coach  of  the  Year 

award.  Fie  is  the  head  men's  and 
women's  track  and  field  and  cross 
country  coach  at  DePauw  University. 

ANNETTE  HUMPFERTIMM,  Marion, 
Iowa,  is  a financial  analyst  with 
Rockwell  Collins,  Cedar  Rapids.  She  has 
been  with  the  company  1 0 years. 

ANDREA  WESTMEYER,  Clive,  Iowa, 
president  of  Relationship  Marketing 
Inc.,  became  an  equity  partner  Feb.  28. 
She  leads  business  development, 
strategic  service  and  client  services. 

1990 

JEFF  FROST,  Gilbertville,  Iowa,  was 
named  the  2007  Northeast  Iowa 
Athletic  Director  of  the  Year  by  the 
Iowa  Fligh  School  Athletic  Director's 
Association  and  became  one  of  four 
finalists  for  the  state  athletic  director  of 
the  year.  Jeff  was  also  named  the  2007 
Iowa  Wrestling  Coaches  and  Officials 
Association  Athletic  Director  of  the 
Year.  Fie  delivered  the  keynote  address, 
"Rebuilding  Downtrodden  Programs", 
at  the  State  of  Iowa's  Athletic  Director 
Convention  speaking  in  March.  Jeff  is 
the  athletic  director/assistant  principal 
!i  at  West  Fligh  School,  Waterloo. 


ROB  MARQUARDT,  Redwood,  Calif., 
is  with  the  user  experience  design 
group  for  Connected  Life  at  Yahoo!, 
Sunnyvale. 

STEVE  TIMM,  Marion,  Iowa,  was 
appointed  vice  president  and  general 
manager-information  management 
systems,  for  Rockwell  Collins,  Cedar 
Rapids.  Fie  has  been  with  the  company 
1 1 years. 

1991 

DOYLE  BUTLER,  Norway,  Iowa,  was 
promoted  to  fermentation  supervisor 
with  Genencor  International,  Cedar 
Rapids. 

JEFFREY  and  Elizabeth  WINTER, 
Rochester,  Minn.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Evan  Russell,  Nov.  1. 

1992 

Brad  and  AMY  KUSEL  BENTON, 

Manning,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
McKenna  Lane,  Aug.  9.  She  joins  Miranda 
Jo,  6. 

TIM  KUEHL,  Forest  City,  Iowa,  is  the 
superintendent  with  Gladbrook- 
Reinbeck  Community  Schools,  Reinbeck. 

KEVIN  and  Erin  SKARTVEDT, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Maya  Grace  Ann,  June  1 5, 2007.  She 
joins  Luke,  3. 

1993 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 

Jaime  and  NANCY  WIRTH  DRAHOZAL, 

Chanhassen,  Minn.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Erin  Ashley,  Aug.  3.  She  joins  Ryan,  3. 

MARK  '94  and  KRIS  BOUMAN 
FRANZEN,  Decorah,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Luke  Gabriel,  Jan.  31.  Fie  joins 
Matthew,  5,  and  Annika,  3. 

ANDY  and  ERIKA  JOHNSTON  '96  OTT, 

Waverly,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
twins,  Anaka  Rachael  and  Addie  Marie, 
Dec.  10.  They  join  Siriana,  AVa,  and 
Simon,  I'A. 


Mike  and  JANE  RAMKER  KAYSER, 

Ankeny,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Riley,  Jan.  3.  She  joins  Connor,  21/2. 

LIBBY  SCHOENING  RIDGEWAY, 

Waverly,  Iowa,  is  a K-9  art  teacher  for  the 
Cedar  Falls  School  District.  She  teaches 
at  Cedar  Fleights  Elementary,  Orchard 
Hill  Elementary,  and  Holmes  Junior  High. 

KATE  LINBERG  SCHOELL,  Lisle,  III.,  was 
promoted  to  global  logistics  and  trade 
manager  for  HAVI  Global  Solutions, 
Downers  Grove. 

LANCE  SKOV,  Albert  Lea,  Minn., 
received  his  Minnesota  Certified  Public 
Accountant  license.  He  is  a partner  with 
Hill,  Larson,  Walth  and  Benda,  P.A. 

Dr.  DAVID  TAYLOR,  Emery,  S.D.,  opened 
his  own  medical  practice. 

1994 

SABRA  SCHMIDT  EDWARDS, 

Robbinsdale,  Minn.,  received  her 
Licensed  Independent  Clinical  Social 
Worker  title  in  August  2006.  She  works 
at  Medica  with  seniors  65  and  older  in 
the  MSHO  program. 


DEAN  and  SARA  ECKENROD  '01 
KOESTER,  Sumner,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Aiden  Robert,  Nov.  3.  He  joins 
Emma,  2y2. 

Brent  and  JENNIFER  KOCH  LIESCH, 

Shiocton,  Wis.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Emmett  William,  Dec.  6.  Jennifer  is 
a first-grade  teacher  with  Greenville 
Elementary,  Greenville. 

Richard  and  DEANNA  SWARTZ  MEYER, 

Manson,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Dylan  Leonard,  June  8, 2007, 

ROSS  and  JENNI  BLOCK  '95  MILLS, 

West  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Autumn  Block,  March  28,  2007. 
She  joins  Sterling,  S'h. 

Dr.  ANDREW  and  Stephanie  MOELLER, 
Waverly,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Aubrielle  Campbell,  Jan.  16. 
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Are  you  a leader? 

How  did  leadership  experiences  from  your  Wartburg  days  influence  your  professional  and/or  personal  life? 
Let  us  know  at  alumni@wartburg.edu. 


w A R T B 


U R 


G 


MAGAZINE 


FEEDBACK 


KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


Dr.  MARK  SIEBRECHT,  Norway,  Iowa, 
passed  his  podiatric  surgical  boards. 

He  practices  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  is 
board  certified  in  foot  surgery  with  the 
American  Board  of  Podiatric  Surgeons 
and  a Fellow  of  the  American  College 
of  Foot  and  Ankle  Surgeons.  He  also 
owns  the  Clayton  County  Hunting  and 
Fishing  Lodge,  LLC,  Garnavillo. 

Mark  and  GINGER  DUNCAN 
YOUNGMAN,  North  Wales,  Pa., 
announce  the  birth  of  twins,  Duncan 
Joshua  and  Anders  Daniel,  Dec.  27. 

1995 

NICOLE  JOHANNINGMEIER  BRUENE, 

Urbandale,  Iowa,  was  promoted 
to  communications  manager  with 
Principal  Financial  Group.  She  is  also 
an  inaugural  member  of  the  master's 
degree  in  communications  leadership 
from  Drake  University,  Des  Moines. 

Kevin  and  SARA  ADEN  CORY, 

Valparaiso,  Ind.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Graydon,  June  25,  2007.  He  joins 
Mackenzie,  IVi. 


DAVIS  EDWARDS,  Robbinsdale,  Minn., 
is  a business  analyst  with  Medica, 
Minnetonka. 

JESSE  MOLINAR,  JR.,  Johnstown,  Colo., 
is  an  engineer  and  firefighter  with  the 
City  of  Westminster.  He  is  the  father  of 
Hunter,  1 0,  Branson,  7,  and  Gavin,  5. 

Matthew  and  HEATHER  PRATT 
MOUSER,  Bettendorf,  Iowa,  announce 
the  birth  of  Elijah  Banks,  Jan.  1 3.  Heather 
is  the  financial  forecast  manager  for  the 
construction  and  forestry  division  with 
John  Deere. 

MATT  PRIES,  Grimes,  Iowa,  was  the 
February  recipient  of  the  Golden  Apple 
Award  from  WHO-TV  1 3,  Des  Moines. 

The  Golden  Apple  Award  recognizes 
a special  teacher  each  month  of  the 
school  year.  Matt  is  an  English  teacher  at 
Waukee  High  School. 

Steve  and  PAM  MYRES  REUTER,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  announce  the  adoption  of 
Sadie  Laura,  Jan.  1 7.  She  was  born  Jan. 

14  in  Santa  Catarina  Pinula,  Guatemala. 


connection 


Chicago 


Uo  you  live  in  the 
Chicago,  111.,  area?  Are 
you  interested  in  hosting 
a Wartburg  student  during  a 
job'shadowing  experience? 


In  2008,  the  Wartburg  Orange 
Connection  program  will 
travel  to  Chicago.  Orange 
Connection  offers  students 
a hands-on  opportunity  to 
explore  career  interests. 

The  three-day  living- 
learning program  connects 
Wartburg  students  with  ^ 
alumni  for  housing 
and  externships  at 
their  places  of 
employment. 


For  more  information,  go  to  www.wartburg.edu/oc 


More  than  500  volunteers  participated  in  packing  108,000  meals  for 
Feed  My  Starving  Children  in  March.  We  actually  had  to  turn 
volunteers  away. To  see  athletes,  musicians,  suite-mates.  Boy  Scouts,  area 
church  volunteers  and  confirmation  students  working  side  by  side  for  a 
common  cause  was  uplifting.  We  chose  to  work  with  Feed  My  Starving 
Children  because  of  the  combination  of  hands-on-experience,  education 
about  world  hunger  and  the  opportunity  to  build  community. The  summary 
educational  event,  a "Food  Fight"  panel  discussion  addressing  varying 
perspectives  on  world  hunger,  challenged  us  to  consider  the  complexity 
of  the  issue  of  world  hunger.  Population  control,  agricultural  production, 
environmental  concerns  and  the  impact  of  burning  food  for  fuel  were  among 
the  sometimes  conflicting  perspectives  presented.  Dr. Tammy  Faux's  and 
Dr.  Kathy  Book's  classes  served  soup  and  sandwiches  at  an  "Empty  Bowls" 
meal  prior  to  the  spirited  "Food  Fight"discussion.  Another  Feed  My  Starving 
Children  pack  is  planned  for  May  Term  2009.  (www.fmsc.org) 

- The  Rev.  Larry  Trachte  '66,  college  pastor 


Mike  and  JODI  SCHALL  WHITE, 

Hampton,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Andyn  Michael,  Aug.  8.  He  joins  Jenna, 
7,  and  Carson,  3. 

BRAD  WOOD,  Denver,  Colo.,  is  the 
executive  director  of  Hunger  for 
Justice:  Interfaith  Voices  Against 
Poverty. 

1996 

JEFFERY  ALLEN,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  is  a 
statistician  with  ACT. 

MARTY  FREDERICKS,  West  Des 

Moines,  Iowa,  was  promoted  to  partner 
with  Kiesling  Associates,  L.L.P. 

BRAD  FREIDHOF,  Coralville,  Iowa, 
is  the  2008  recipient  of  the  Brass 
Bluegill  Award. The  award  is  presented 
each  year  to  an  instructor  who  has 
established  an  outstanding  local 
program  that  exemplifies  the  goals  of 
Fish  Iowa.  Brad  is  a naturalist  with  the 
Johnson  County  Conservation  Board. 

The  Rev.  JAY  and  Elizabeth  GRAVE, 
Milan,  Minn.,  announce  the  birth  of  lisa 
Clare,  Jan.  23.  Jay  is  the  pastor  at  Big 
Bend  Lutheran  Church. 


ERIC  and  Leslie  HANSON,  West  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Olivia  Christine,  Feb.  14. 

Dr.  JULIE  HOY,  Ames,  Iowa,  is  the 
manager  of  the  macromolecular  X-ray 
crystallography  facility  at  Iowa  State 
University. 

BRIAN  IDE,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  started 
a film  production  company  called 
Meriwether  Productions.  During 
the  past  four-plus  years  he  has 
produced  and  directed  projects  shot 
in  Jerusalem,  Germany,  Honduras  and 
throughout  the  United  States.  Brian 
shot  a concept  piece  May  2007  about 
Paul  Revere,  which  premiered  at  the 
Boston  Film  Festival  in  September. 

Xenofon  and  SHEREE  WESENBERG 

KOUTSOUKOS,  Franklin, Tenn., 
announce  the  birth  of  Demetrios 
Allyn,  Feb.  25, 2007.  Sheree  teaches  at 
Vanderbilt  University. 

Dr.  Dean  and  Dr.  RACHAEL 
O'DONNELL  POTTER,  Denver,  Colo., 
announce  the  birth  of  Gavin  Dean, 
Dec.  26.  He  joins  Lillian,  2. 


W A R T B U 


R 


G 


M 


A G 


A 


Z I 


N E 


KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


Wartburg  keeps  Mabe's 
connection  going 

Devin  White  ’ll  is  getting  used  to  good-natured  ribbing  about  his 
college  choice. 

The  decision  to  attend  Wartburg  raised  a few  eyebrows  in  his 
hometown  of  Decorah,  Iowa,  site  of  Luther  College,  the  Knights 
historic  rival  in  athletic  contests.  Still,  it  isn’t  unusual  for  the  stray 
Decorahite  to  eschew  Luther  and  venture  south  to  historical  rival 
Wartburg,  or  vice  versa. 

But  it  is  a bit  curious  in  White’s  case.  The  reason  is  that  his  parents, 
Steve  and  Connie,  own  Mabe’s  Pizza  and  Restaurant,  a bastion  of 
Luther  College  Norse  and  Decorah  High  School  Viking  pride. 

Devin  admitted  Mom  and  Dad  have  become  used  to  the  teasing 
they  take.  After  all,  he’s  the  second  member  of  the  family  to  attend 
Wartburg;  Devin’s  older  sister,  Megan,  attended  Wartburg  as  well. 

“Obviously,  I took  a good  look  at  Luther,  having  lived  in  Decorah  all 
my  life,”  said  Devin.  “However,  it  was  just  a matter  of  me  wanting  to 
look  outside  of  Decorah.  I felt  Wartburg  was  just  a good  fit  for  me, 
and  Megan  really  enjoyed  her  time  here.” 

Devin,  an  exploring  major  with  a business  administration  advising 
preference,  still  delivers  pizza  for  Mabe’s  during  breaks.  He  hears 
comments  alluding  to  the  Wartburg-Luther  rivalry  from  Luther 
faithful  and  an  aunt  who  attended  Luther. 

“It’s  all  in  good  fun,”  Devin  said,  smiling.  “VIom  and  Dad  haven’t 
begun  putting  out  any  Orange  and  Black  memorabilia  yet,  though.” 

- Mark  Adkins 


Robert  and  THERESA  KEEL 
RHINEHART,  Marietta,  Ga.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Lauren  Avary,  Sept.  25.  She 
joins  Payotn,  2. 

JUSTIN  SMITH,  Logos,  Nigeria,  is  the 
elementary  principal  at  the  American 
International  School  of  Lagos. 


MARK  and  CARRIE  FOSTER  '99 
DeVRIES,  Waverly,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Cora  Faith,  Dec.  24. 

BRAD  and  Lori  GUYER,  Blaine,  Minn., 
announce  the  birth  of  Zachary  Alien, 
Feb.  24.  Fie  joins  Megan,  6,  Jenna,  5, 
and  Allie,  3. 


Mark  and  KRISTI  HIMSTEDT  HALEY, 

Grain  Valley,  Mo.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Salome  Eve,  June  24,  2007.  She  joins 
Cruz,  3. 

Mark  and  KELLY  HOWE  HOOVER, 

Englewood,  Colo.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Benjamin  David,  Nov.  7. 

STEVE  MATHESIUS,  Miiton,  Wis.,  is  the 
manager-technology  development  at 
TDS  Telecom,  Madison. 

Jason  and  AMY  IRONS  SCHEER, 
Longmont,  Colo.,  announce  the  birth 
of  twins.  Sierra  and  Samantha, 

Aprii  3, 2007.  Amy  is  a senior  software 
engineer  for  BEA  Systems,  Boulder. 

SHANNON  McNAMARA  SMITH, 

Logos,  Nigeria,  is  a kindergarten 
teacher  at  the  American  international 
School  of  Lagos. 

TIM  STOCKMAN,  Dayton  Beach, 

Fla.,  was  recognized  as  one  of  10 Top 
Business  Leaders  under  the  age  of  40 
by  the  Voiusia-Flagler  Business  Report. 
He  is  the  vice  president  of  marketing 
and  government  relations  for  Ocean 
Waters  Investments,  a coastal  hotel/ 
development  company. 

1998 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 

KRISTINA  AHNEMANN  and  Chad 
Ridgely,  West  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  were 
married  April  21, 2007.  Kristina  is  a 
consultant  to  Ahnemann  Associates 
and  owner  of  Curves,  Grimes. 

SARAH  ALBERTSON-CORKERY,  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  ME&V  director  of  healthcare 
marketing  presented  "Recharge  Your 
Marketing:  Allocating  Marketing 
Dollars  Effectivefy"  at  the  Iowa  Society 
for  Healthcare  Marketing  and  Public 
Relations  (ISHMPR)  conference  in  Des 
Moines  April  30.  ISHMPR  is  an  affiliate 
of  the  Iowa  Hospital  Association. 

ERIC  and  Ryan  ALLEN,  Rochester,  N.Y., 
announce  the  birth  of  Samuel  Ryan, 
Oct.  8. 


JEREMY  and  Sara  BRUMMOND, 
Valley  Park,  Mo.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Jonathan  Dennis,  Jan.  15.  He  joins 
Sophia,  IVi. 


JESSIE  DOERFLER  ELSON,  Frisco, 
Texas,  is  an  information  technology 
Web  projects  manager/business 
analyst  for  McAfee,  Plano. 

Ignacio  and  JENNIFER  BREKKE 

FUENTES,  West  Union,  Iowa,  announce 
the  birth  of  Isabella,  Oct.  26.  She  joins 
Andre,  2.  Jennifer  is  the  rehab  director 
with  Palmer  Lutheran  Health  Center. 


The  Rev.  MELANIE  HOMAN  and 
Brennon  Schaefer,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  were 
married  Sept.  29.  Melanie  was  ordained 
an  elder  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  May  31, 2007.  She  serves  as 
pastor  of  Centennial  UMC,  Roseville. 


NATALIE  SCHARDT  JOHNSTON,  North 
Liberty,  Iowa,  is  a part-time  physical 
therapist  in  the  Gait  Analysis  Lab  with 
the  University  of  Iowa  Hospitals,  Iowa 
City,  and  a stay-at-home  mom. 


Andy  and  CINDY  SCHUTTER 
STANBERG,Thor,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Samuel  Benjamin,  Sept.  5. 

1997 

JEN  BEACH  and  Ryan  Richards, 
Littleton,  Colo.,  were  married  in 
August. 


Do  you  want  to  share  valuable 


lessons? 


Spencer  and  ANNETTE  EDGREN 
DAVIS,  Princeton,  III.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Keighley  Ann,  Jan. 

1 8.  She  joins  Drake,  8,  Wyatt,  6, 
Gael,  5,  and  Teegan,  3. 


What  are  the  most  lasting  lessons  you  learned  in  courses  and  co-curricular  activities  at 
Wartburg?  We’d  love  to  hear  and  share  your  stories!  Send  yours  to  alumni@wartburg.edu. 
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50-plus  years  of  loyalty  inspire 
Bentzes'  generosity 


Myrin  and  Audrey  Bentz  met  at  Wartburg  College 
and  married  immediately  following  Myrin’s 
graduation  in  1957  with  a liberal  arts  degree. 

For  more  than  50  years,  they’ve  maintained  ties  with 
their  alma  mater  despite  living  for  most  of  that  time 
on  the  West  Coast. 

Myrin,  72,  enjoys  following  Knights  athletics  online, 
and  Audrey,  71,  has  a special  place  in  her  heart  for 
the  Wartburg  Choir. 

Last  fall,  they  returned  to  campus  for  Myrin’s 
50'year  class  reunion  at  Homecoming.  The 
experience  reinforced  their  love  for  the  college  and 
inspired  them  to  establish  a charitable  gift  annuity, 
something  they  had  read  about  in  mailings  from  the 
college. 

“We’ve  been  very  blessed  in  terms  of  our  financial 
situation,  said  Audrey.  “Rather  than  have  the  money 
be  invested  in  things  that  we  really  don’t  know 
where  it’s  going,  we  prefer  to  let  our  investments 
have  wings,  so  to  speak,  and  play  an  important  part 
in  the  lives  of  young  people,  especially  those  in  the 
Lutheran  faith.’’ 

After  Wartburg,  life  took  the  Bentzes  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  where  Myrin  entered  Wartburg  Theological 
Seminary.  Following  his  graduation,  he  spent  37 
years  in  the  ministry,  serving  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 


Anchorage,  Alaska,  and  for  29  years  in  Portland, 

Ore.  Audrey  held  jobs  in  the  public  defender’s  office 
and  in  churches.  Together,  the  couple  raised  five 
children  and  now  have  nine  grandchildren. 

Since  Myrin’s  retirement  in  1998,  the  Bentzes  have 
owned  and  operated  Morningsong  Acres  Retreat 
Center,  a facility  for  small  groups  located  north  of 
Lyle,  Wash. 

Audrey  and  Myrin  said  the  Wartburg  development 
staff  provided  excellent  help  in  setting  up  their 
charitable  gift  annuity,  and  since  they  had  recently 
sold  some  land,  they  appreciated  the  tax  shelter  their 
gift  also  provided.  Their  gift  benefits  the  college 
while  also  providing  them  with  an  annual  source  of 


“It  wasn’t  just  a transaction;  it  was  a personal 
thing,”  said  Myrin.  “And  that  really  made  it  a joy.” 


Although  the  Bentzes  chose  to  direct  their  gift  to 
the  general  fund  at  the  college,  donors  can  also 
designate  their  gifts  for  scholarships,  endowed  funds 
or  special  projects. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  receive  similar  benefits  while 
helping  Wartburg,  contact  Duff  Ridgeway 
at  319-352-8495  or  duff.ridgeway@wartburg.edu. 


w 


A R 


BURG 


w 


M 


Photo  submitted 


KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


Rev.  NATHAN  '00  and  KERRIE 
I LARSON  LIEDTKE,  Waupaca,  Wis., 
announce  the  birth  of  Katelynne 
Bernice,  March  14. 

a and  KATRINA  POTTER  NIELSEN, 

Bothell,  Wash.,  announce  the  birth  of 
twin  daughters,  Alexis Taylor-Lynn  and 
j Zoe  Rachael-Ann,  March  16,  2006. 

jf  PERRY  and  LINSEYKLECKNER '99 

1;  PETERSEN,  North  St.  Paul,  Minn., 

jl  announce  the  birth  of  Caleb  Dean, 

I.  Oct.  1 1.  He  joins  Carson,  3.  Perry  is 
: director  ofstudent  ministries  and 

- Linsey  is  a part-time  worship  minister 
j at  First  Lutheran  Church,  White  Bear 

'■  Lake. 

j BRIAN  POOCK,  Urbandale,  Iowa, 

! received  his  Master  of  Financial 

I Management  with  an  emphasis  in 

II  financial  asset  management  from 

- Drake  University,  Des  Moines. 

LISA  POWERS,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  is  a 
1 ninth-grade  health  and  fitness  teacher 
, at  Prairie  High  School  and  a personal 
trainer. 

ANNITA  QUAGRAINE,  Park  Forest,  ill., 
received  her  master's  degree  in  project 
management. 

DAN  and  MELISSA  SMITH  '99 
WARDELL,  Ankeny,  Iowa,  announce 
the  birth  of  Maxwell  Aubrey,  Nov.  29. 

1999 

Heath  and  SARA  NEDERHOFF 

BUHMAN,  Sumner,  Iowa,  announce 
the  birth  of  Alexa  Kathleen,  Aug.  23. 

CHAD  and  Tricia  BUSTA,  Onalaska, 
Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of  Kennedy 
Josephine,  Dec.  1 9, 2006. 

Tim  and  JAIME  HAMANN  OSGOOD, 

Park  City,  Mont.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Abigail  Raelyn,  Dec.  21 . She  joins  Isaac, 
4,  and  KallaiAnna,  11/2. 

CORY  and  Tori  STAFFORD,  Waverly, 

' Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of  Jax 
Clayton,  Dec.  19.  He  joins  Reese,  SVz, 
Sasha,  3V2,  and  Cale,  1 Vi.  Cory  is  a 
pressure  vessel  compliance  director 
with  Ag  Vantage  FS,  Inc. 


William  and  JESSICA  DALEY 

TAYLOR,  Denver,  Colo.,  announce 
the  birth  ofWiliiam  Wesley  VI,  Jan. 

1 1 . Jessica  received  a Master  of 
Science  degree  in  biology  from  the 
University  of  Northern  Colorado  in 
December.  She  teaches  biology  at 
East  High  School. 

2000 

Dr.  COURTNEY  and  Stephanie 
BOCHMANN,  Hampton,  Iowa, 
announce  the  birth  of  Graham 
Charles,  Feb.  26.  He  joins  Sydney,  2. 


JESSICA  DIRKS,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
received  a Master  of  Education  in 
collaborative  teaching  and  learning  in 
December  from  Graceiand  University, 
Lamoni. 

BRETT  and  NICOLE  YOUNG  '01 
EIDAHL,  Appleton,  Wis.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Blake  Michaei,  Jan.  1 0. 
Brett  is  a manager  in  the  mutual  funds 
department  with  Thrivent  Financial  for 
Lutherans. 

KEITH  FIELDS,  Ocaia,  Fla.,  announces 
the  birth  of  Ava  Claire,  Feb.  4. 


Dr.  MICHAEL  and  Carrie  FRANZMAN, 
Bettendorf,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth 
of  Claire,  Jan.  14.  She  joins  Avery, 

3,  and  Gabe,  II/2.  Michael  opened  a 
periodontics  practice  in  Davenport 
last  fall. 

Brian  and  NIKKI  FICKBOHM 
HOEKSTRA,  Ely,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Carson  James  Nicholas, 

Aug.  6.  Hejoins  Gillian,  41/2. 

JASON  KRAMER,  Lawrence,  Kan., 
is  a senior  account  executive  with 
Jayhawk  Sports  Marketing  at  the 
University  of  Kansas. 


Six  Degrees  of  Separation,  Wartburg  style 


Do  you  have 

100 


100 


friends  who  connect  you  to  another 


friends,  then  another 


100 


friends? 


Visit  www.wartburg.edlu/alumni 

to  register  for  KnightNet,  Wartburg's  social 
networking  site  for  alumni,  students, 
faculty  and  staff. 

"KnightNet"  will  link  to  thousands  through  the  Wartburg  network. 
In  addition  to  connecting  with  friends,  you  can  create  your  own 
group  areas  based  on  location,  college  organizations  you  were 
involved  in  or  special  interests.  You  can  also  look  for  jobs  and  see 
Wartburg  alumni  who  might  help  in  making  important  career 
connections.  Join  KnightNet  today  and  find  out  how  far  your 
network  reaches  around  the  world! 


Inspired  by  service? 

How  did  involvement  in  service  activities  at  Wartburg  impact  your  life  after 
college?  We’d  like  to  know!  Drop  us  a line  at  alumni@wartburg.edu. 
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CORY  and  Emily  MULLEN,  La  Porte 
City,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Cameron  Mark,  Dec.  18.  He  joins 
Mason,  V/2. 

CHELSEY  SPORE  McDILL,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  is  celebrating  her 
seventh  year  at  U.S.  Cellular  and 
promotion  to  manager  of  customer 
service. 


of  Conservation.  In  2007,  Ken 
was  selected  as  the  N.W.  Region 
Outstanding  Agent  of  the  Year,  and  the 
Missouri  State  Chapter  of  the  National 
Wild  Turkey  Federation  named  him 
Missouri's  Wildlife  Officer  of  the  Year. 

JOEL  and  ANDREA  KAKACEK  '01 
ROCHFORD,  New  Hampton,  Iowa, 
announce  the  birth  of  Caden  Joel, 

Nov.  27.  He  joins  Conner,  S'A,  and 
Carlee,  3V2. 

JOSHUA  WEDEMEIER,  Ankeny,  Iowa, 
is  in  sales  with  Ziegler  Inc. 

2001 

JEFF  and  KELLY  FOLEY  '04  BECK, 

Waverly,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth 
of  Natalie  Jo,  Dec.  21. 

AARON  BUZZA,  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
was  named  executive  director  of  the 
Waterloo  Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau.  He  has  been  with  the  CVB 
since  March  2002,  most  recently  as 
director  of  sports  development. 


KEN  POLLEY,  Brookfield,  Mo.,  is  in 
his  seventh  year  as  a conservation 
agent  for  the  Missouri  Department 


JUSTIN  GALBRAITH,  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
is  a special  needs  teacher  at  East  High 
School. 


ANDREA  JOHNSON  and  Christian 
Frost,  Chicago,  III.,  were  married 
Sept.  7,2007. 


Holiday  Shoppe  is  an  annual  service  event  organized  by  the 
Social  Work  Department  and  offers  low-income  Bremer  County 
families  the  opportunity  to  "shop"  for  Christmas  gifts  free  of 
charge.  In  December,  student  organizers  sent  out  370  invitations 
and  served  nearly  300  families  and  450  children. The  students 
raised  $1 2,000  for  last  year's  Holiday  Shoppe.  The  Social  Work 
Practice  I class.  Social  Work  Club  and  SAAC  campus  organizations 
worked  on  the  Holiday  Shoppe. 

- Dr.  Susan  Kosche  Vallem  '66,  professor  of  social  work 


Books,  recordings  by  alumni  and  faculty 


Culture,  Contexts,  and  Communication 
in  Multicultural  Australia  and  New 
Zealand 

Edited  by  Herb  Hildebrandt  '52  and  Zhu  Yunxia 
Special  issue  of  Journal  of  Asian  Pacific  Communication 
John  Benjamins  Publishing  Company 

Hildebrandt  and  Gloria  Campbell,  associate  professor 
of  business  and  economics,  will  collaborate  on  a 
program  on  China  for  fall  2008  regarding  Asian 
management  principles. 


The  86th  Degree 

By  Barbara  Harken  '67,  instructor  in  English 
Robert  D.  Reed  Publishers 
ISBN:  978-1-931741-94-1 

Harken  tells  the  story  of  an  English  teacher  who 
helps  an  abused  student  and  finds  the  strength  to 
face  her  own  problems. 


Stations  of  the  Heart 

By  Herb  Brokering  '45 
Augsburg  Fortress  Publishers 
www.augsburgfortress.org 

Brokering  offers  47"stops  of  faith"in 
this  Lenten  pocket  devotional. 


Have  you  published  a book  recently?  Send  information  to  karris.golden@wartburg.edu  or  call  319-352-8277. 
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Lance  and  SHELLIE  LIENHARD 

KAMAUS,  Lisbon,  Iowa,  announce  the 
birth  of  Carew  Eric,  Dec.  14.  He  joins 
Cohen,  3.  Shellie  is  the  marketing 
director  with  Benchmark  Inc.,  Cedar 
Rapids. 

MICHELLE  SALGE  and  Mike  Olson, 
Eldora,  Iowa,  were  married  Dec.  22, 
2007.  Michelle  is  a high  school  physical 
education  and  health  teacher  with 
South  Hardin  High  School. 

DINA TANNOUS,  Chicago,  III.,  is 
employed  by  the  Metropolitan  Chicago 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America. 

2002 

GRETCHEN  BARTLETT,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  was  featured  in  several  radio 
trade  publications.  She  is  the  midday 
personality  on  94.5  WKTI/Milwaukee 
and  Channel  94.1/Omaha  for  Journal 
Broadcast  Group. 

ALYSSA  CONNELL  BECTHOLD, 

Nashua,  Iowa,  was  named  as  one  of  the 
Waterloo-Cedar  Falls  Courier's  Class  of 
2007  20  under  40  business  leaders. 

KEN  and  LISA  BOELK  BOWERS, 

Dubuque,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth 
of  Collin  Lane,  Feb.  13, 2007.  He  joins 
Madeline,  3.  Lisa  is  the  director  of 
training  with  American  Trust  and 
Savings  Bank. 


STACY  KNOPLOH,  Edina,  Minn.,  is  in 
an  internship  program  for  medical 
technology  with  Fairview  Hospital. 

BRANDON  LANTZKY,  Clarion,  Iowa, 
is  the  varsity  basketball  coach  and 
history  teacher  at  Clarion-Goldfield 
Community  Schools. 

MATTHEW  and  STEPHANIE 
MANGELS  McNAMARA,  West  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Michael  Robert,  Jan.  25. 

TROY  MOORE  and  Lacie  Huebner, 
Conrad,  Iowa,  were  married  July  28, 
2007. 

HOLLY  ANN  PELLETTERI  RUSSELL, 

Urbandale,  Iowa,  received  a Master 
of  Music  degree  with  an  emphasis 
in  education  from  the  University  of 
Northern  Iowa,  Cedar  Falls. 

LISA  SCHEIBETEKIPPE,  Urbandale, 
Iowa,  received  a master's  degree  in 
music  education  in  December  from 
the  University  of  Northern  Iowa,  Cedar 
Fails.  She  is  a K-8  vocal  music  teacher  at 
Sacred  Heart  School,  West  Des  Moines. 

KENDRA  TREBIL  and  Jason  Ingels, 
Aurora,  Colo.,  were  married  Aug.  1 8. 

CHAD  and  SARA  COSE  WINTERS, 

Lansing,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Addison  Lyn,  Jan.  11. 


A Reading  Teacher  Teaches 
Writing:  The  Reading/ 
Writing  Workshop  in 
Eighth  Grade 

By  Steve  Kelly '87 
Absey  &Co.  Inc. 

ISBN:  978-1 -888842-55-5 

Kelly  shares  his  passion  for  writing 
education  and  insights  he  has 
learned  from  20  years  teaching 
middle  school  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  of  Texas. 


Sunday  by  Sunday: 

A SpiritualJournal 

By  Cristy  Fossum  '70 
www.sundaybysunday.com 

This  novel  chronicles  a 
church  year  in  the  life  of 
Rose  Harris,  a retired  English 
teacher. 


traveli 


Costa  Rica 


Exj^ore  (fasta  Rica  with  alumni  Oct.  23-31 

Among  the  trip  highlights  are  beachl^^?i^g  the  Pacific  Coast  in 
this  small  country  between  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  Pacific  Ocea'nr™ 
View  the  varied  flora  and  fauna  throughout  the  landscape,  as  well 
as  Arenal,  one  of  the  world's  top  10  most  active  volcanoes.  You  will 
also  experience  Class  111  rapids  on  a raft  float  on  the  Sarapiqul  River. 
The  trip  includes  a visit  to  a coffee  farm  in  the  lush  mountains  of 
Monteverde,  where  you  will  learn  about  fair  trade  practices. 

Costa  Rica  is  praised  by  eco-tourists  for  its  greenery,  and  it  is  the 
most  potitically  stable  country  in  Latin  America.  It  offers  plenty  of 
cultural  opportunities,  and  perhaps  best  of  all — no  winter! 


For  more  information  on  the  trip,  go  to 

www.wartburg.edu7aiuitini/travet  or  call  the  Alumni  and  Parent 
Programs  Office  at  319-352-8491 . 


KIMBERLY  HANSON  WITT,  Mount 
Vernon,  Mo.,  is  a 1 0''"-grade  English 
teacher  for  the  Mount  Vernon 
Community  School  District. 

2003 

Homecoming  Reunion  Oct.  16-19 

SARAH  BAHE,  Riceville,  Iowa,  is 
teaching  junior  and  senior  high 
English  and  is  the  newspaper/ 
yearbook  adviser  with  Riceville 
Community  Schools. 

T.C.  BURCHERS,  Hudson,  Wis.,  is  a 
planner  with  Merrill  Corporation. 


HOLLY  ECKHOFF  and  Michael  Homan, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  were  married  Dec.  1 . 

CORISSA  GOERTZEN,  Coralville,  Iowa, 
Is  a teaching  assistant  at  the  University 
of  Iowa,  Iowa  City.  She  also  is  a student 
at  the  University  South  Dakota, 
Vermillion,  S.D. 

DAN  GRAWE,  Appleton,  WIs.,  Is  a 
benefits  consultant  with  Associated 
Financial. 

KATIE  PERRINJAQUET  HAGEMAN, 

Decorah,  Iowa,  is  the  director  of  the 
Postville  Child  Care  Center,  Postville. 
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Keeping  the  faith? 


How  did  your  years  at  Wartburg  contribute  toward 
your  faith  development?  Send  your  comments  to 
alumni@wartburg.edu. 
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The  2007-08  academic  year  was  the  third  year  that  Wartburg  has 
hosted  Poverty  Simulations,  and  it  was  the  biggest  year 
yet,  with  more  than  110  new  students  participating.  There  were  33 
student  volunteer  staffers.  The  poverty  simulation  is  meant  to  help 
sensitize  participants  to  the  struggles  people  in  poverty  face  on  a 
daily  basis.  During  the  simulation,  participants  role  play  the  lives  of 
low-income  families,  from  single  parents  caring  for  their  children  to 
senior  citizens  maintaining  self-sufficiency  on  Social  Security.  Time 
is  represented  by  four  1 5-minute  periods,  each  representing  one 
week.  The  task  of  each  family  is  to  provide  food,  shelter  and  other 
basic  necessities  during  the  simulation  while  interacting  with  various 
community  resources.  Afterward,  participants  and  staffers  conduct  a 
debriefing  to  reflect  on  the  experiences  and  apply  them  to  real  life. 

- Renee  Sedlacek,  community  service  associate 


NATHAN  LIEN,  Eugene,  Ore.,  received 
a Ph.D.  in  chemistry  in  May  2007  from 
the  University  of  Iowa  (Iowa  City).  He 
is  a postdoctoral  research  associate  at 
the  University  of  Oregon. 


JEREMY  MICHAEL,  Portola  Hills, 

Calif.,  was  promoted  to  adjudications 
officer  with  the  U.S.  Citizenship  and 
Immigration  Services,  Laguna  Niguel. 

GARRETT  and  DENISE  DIETZ  RETTIG, 

Coralville,  Iowa,  announce  the  birth  of 
Reece  Nile,  Feb.  24. 


1 


Justin  and  DEANNA  OLSON 
SMOCK,  Coralville,  Iowa, 
announce  the  birth  of  Ely, 
December.  Deanna  is 
a first-  and  second- 
grade  teacher 
for  the  Iowa 
City  School 
District. 


2004 
JILLIAN 
DUFFY  and 

Jay  Schulte, 
Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  were 
married  Nov.  20. 


LAURA  LENZ  and  Dean  Lochner, 

St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  were  married  June 
23, 2007.  Laura  is  a customer  service 
representative  with  Liberty  Savings 
Bank. 

Cory  and  REBECCA  SEABUL 
McIntyre,  Marshall,  Wis.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Geneva  Belle,  Dec.  13, 

2006.  She  Joins  Breena. 

ADAM  MILLER,  Pella,  Iowa,  will  be 
the  pre-school  through  fifth-grade 
elementary  principal  for  2008-09 
school  year  for  the  Pleasantville 
Community  School  District. 

BEAU  SPROUSE  and  Darcie  Hurst,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  were  married  June  1 7, 

2007. 

STEFANIETOMALKA  and  Richard  De 
Wolf,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  were  married 
Dec.  1 . 

2005 

JONATHAN  HINES,  Winona,  Minn.,  is  a 
remote  production  director/broadcast 
engineer  with  Hiawatha  Broadband 
Communications  Inc. 

ANNE  BONSALL  HOEKSTRA,  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  was  promoted  to  marketing 
manager  at  Mudd  Advertising. 

ASHLEY  KNUTSON  KIRCHHOFF, 

Austin,  Minn.,  is  a corporate 
communications  writing  assistant  at 
Hormel  Foods  Corporation. 

JANNAE  HOLUBAR  LANE,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  is  a corporate  communications 
specialist  at  the  Kum  & Go  corporate 
office.  West  Des  Moines. 

CHRISTINA  LENTZ  and  Aaron  King, 
Bondurant,  Iowa,  were  married  July  7, 
2007. 

ANGELA  LUCEY  and  Bruno  Lordey, 
Chicago,  III.,  were  married  Dec.  7. 

ERICA  MANTERNACH,  Walcott, 

Iowa,  is  the  screen-print/embroidery 
operations  artist  with  Handicapped 
Development  Center,  Davenport. 

BRANDON  NEWTON  and  CHRISTY 
HANSEN  '06,  New  Castle,  Colo.,  were 
married  March  1 in  the  Wartburg 
Chapel. 

DANIEL  PALMER  and  LINDSAY 
LOCKNER  '07,  Fargo,  N.D.,  were 
married  June  3, 2007,  in  the  Wartburg 
Chapel. 


JORDAN  PERRINJAQUET  and  Jennifer 
Lueken,  Edgewood,  Iowa,  were  married 
Dec.  29. 

RACHEL  RICKINGER,  Portland,  Ore.,  is 
the  area  director  for  residence  life  with 
Linfield  College,  McMinnville. 

CORY  ROEGNER  and  Laura  Sieh, 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  were  married  Dec.  29. 

KATI  ROTH,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
announces  the  birth  of  Caysen,  Dec.  20. 

2006 

KEVIN  AULT,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  is  the 
course  manager  at  Lakeside  Municipal 
Golf  Course. 

THOMAS  BREKHUS  and  AMANDA 
INDRA,  Indianapolis,  ind.,  were 
married  July  21, 2007. 

JEFF  CARR,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  is  a 
retail  sales  representative  with  Verizon 
Wireless,  Waterloo. 

CORY  CONNELL  and  Michelle  VogI, 

Ottumwa,  Iowa,  were  married  June  16, 
2007. 

KYLE  COSTIGAN  and  ABIGAIL 
MANSER,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  were 
married  Oct.  6. 

MEGAN  DeMEULENAERE,  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  is  the  STAR  outreach  services 
coordinator  at  the  Shelter  House.  She 
is  a volunteer  advocate  for  the  Rape 
Victim  Advocate  Program. 

MATTHEW  McELLIOTT  and  STACY 
JOHNSON,  North  Liberty,  Iowa,  were 
married  July  28, 2007. 

MICHAEL  MILLER,  Bloomington, 

Minn.,  works  with  the  Plano  Team  for 
the  Target  Corporation. 

ALEXANDER  POLLOCK,  Winona, 

Minn.,  received  his  master's  degree  in 
educational  leadership  in  April  from 
Winona  State  University. 

KATIE  REYES,  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  a 
production  supervisor  at  Kraft. 

EMILY  BARND  SAVERAID,  Huxley, 
Iowa,  is  the  communications  manager 
with  the  Iowa  State  Fair  Blue  Ribbon 
Foundation. 

TODD  STANHOPE,  Coralville,  Iowa, 
won  honors  in  2006  for  anatomy  at  the 
University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City. 
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Hamm  '66  named  interim  president 


by  Saul  Shapiro 

Dr.  William  E.  Hamm  ’66 
is  home  again. 

In  late  May,  the  Board  of 
Regents  elected  Hamm 
as  interim  president, 
succeeding  Jack  Ohle  who 
resigned  after  10  years  to 
take  the  helm  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus  College  in 
St.  Peter,  Minn. 


the  plan  that  has  guided 
the  college’s  academic 
and  enrollment 
growth  and  campus 
transformation  during 
the  past  10  years. 

Hamm  received  his 
master’s  degree  from  the 
University  of  Iowa  and 
completed  the  College 
Management  Program 
at  Carnegie-Mellon 
University  in  Pittsburgh. 


Hamm  officially  assumed 
his  new  responsibilities  July  1.  He  is  the 
former  president  of  Waldorf  College 
in  Forest  City,  Iowa,  and  just  had 
announced  his  retirement  after  nine 
years  as  president  of  the  Foundation 
for  Independent  Higher  Education  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


“We  are  very  pleased  and  fortunate 
to  welcome  Bill  Hamm  home  to 
Wartburg  to  guide  us  through  this 
period  of  transition,”  said  Fred  W. 
Hagemann  ’67,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Regents.  “Not  only  is  he  an  alumnus 
with  a great  love  for  this  institution, 
but  he  is  nationally  respected  in 
higher  education  with  an  extensive 
administrative  background.” 


At  the  FIHE,  which  oversees  a national 
network  of  34  state  and  regional 
associations  and  develops  resources 
for  private  colleges  and  universities, 
Hamm  established  new  partnerships 
with  corporations,  yielding  scholarship 
funding  and  boosting  endowments. 

The  FIHE  foundation  board  created  an 
annual  scholarship  in  Hamm’s  honor  at 
Wartburg  after  he  announced  he  would 
be  retiring. 


Hamm  guided  Waldorf  College  for  13 
years  (1986-99),  including  its  transition 
from  a two-year  college  to  an  accredited 
four-year  institution.  It  also  is  a college 
of  the  Evangelical  Futheran  Church  in 
America. 


Hamm,  who  won’t  be  a candidate  for 
the  permanent  position,  is  excited 
about  returning  to  his  alma  mater. 

“Everyone  who  knows  me  will  confirm 
that  I ‘bleed  Orange,”’  he  wrote.  “Being 
an  alumnus  surely  colors  the  prism 
through  which  I view  Wartburg.  Even 
so,  I firmly  believe  this  is  an  exceptional 
college.  My  positive  perceptions  of 
Wartburg  have  only  increased  as  I have 
assumed  various  responsibilities  in 
other  parts  of  the  nation.” 

Hamm  was  student  body  president 
at  Wartburg  and  worked  in  the 
Admissions  Office  after  graduation.  In 
many  ways,  though,  he  has  never  left. 
He  received  an  honorary  degree  from 
Wartburg  in  1986  and,  as  a member 
of  the  Commission  Wartburg  steering 
committee,  was  involved  in  developing 


Earlier,  he  served  as  vice  president  for 
admissions  and  university  relations 
at  California  Lutheran  University 
in  Thousand  Oaks.  He  received  an 
honorary  alumnus  award  from  CLU  in 
1986.  CLU’s  annual  William  E.  Hamm 
Outstanding  Service  Award  honors 
individuals  engaged  in  exemplary 
community  service. 

Hamm  was  the  recipient  of  an  honorary 
doctor  of  laws  from  the  University 
of  Charleston  in  West  Virginia  this 
spring.  In  1999,  he  was  named  Iowa’s 
Global  Citizen  of  the  Year.  He  also  has 
served  on  numerous  state,  regional  and 
national  boards. 

Shapiro  is  assistant  vice  president  for  institutionai 
Advancement 


MARLA  STEWART,  Kansas  City,  Kan.,  was 
promoted  to  an  assistant  manager  role  as  a 
contact  center  analyst  with  Sprint. 

BEN  THOMSEN  and  KATY  KUESTER  '07,  Van 

Horne,  Iowa,  were  married  Dec.  22. 

AMANDA  WEISS,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  is  a licensing 
specialist  with  Child  Connect  and  Iowa  Kids  Net. 

RACHEL  ZACCARO,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  is  the 
creative  director  at  Julien's  Journal. 

2007 

MORGYN  BECKMAN, Towanda,  III.,  won  near 
honors  in  2007  for  anatomy  at  the  University  of 
Iowa  (Iowa  City). 

ELIZA  BLOCK,  Madison,  Wis.,  is  a project  manager 
with  Epic  Systems  Corporation. 

JAY  BREITBACH,  Vi/averly,  Iowa,  is  a sales  trainee 
with  Terex  Cranes. 

KATELYN  HEMINGSON,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  is 
with  KCRGTV9  as  a Chyron  (graphics)  operator 
and  currently  training  to  become  a director  and 
technical  director. 

BENJAMIN  KOBER,  West  Branch,  Iowa,  is  a 
graduate  student  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa 
City. 

ERIN  LUND,  Evansdale,  Iowa,  is  a sales  coordinator 
at  KWWL-TV,  Waterloo. 

WHITNEY  MITVALSKY,  Waverly,  Iowa,  is  a 
development  officer  at  Wartburg  College. 

SAMUEL  ROBINSON,  Slater,  Iowa,  is  a Web 
protection  engineer  at  Module  Software. 

LINCOLN  TAYLOR,  Marion,  Iowa,  is  a pipe  setter  at 
Dave  Schmitt  Construction,  Cedar  Rapids. 

KRISTIN  UNDERWOOD,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  is  the 
marketing  director  at  State  Bank  & Trust  Company, 
Waverly. 

KATE  WESTERGARD  and  Peter  Ahn,  Swisher, 

Iowa,  were  married  Oct.  6.  Kate  is  the  art  director 
for  Adfinity  Marketing  Group,  Cedar  Rapids. 

CHRISTINE  WHITCOMB,  Freeborn,  Minn.,  is  a 
youth  director  at  Grace  Lutheran  Church, 

Albert  Lea. 

2008 

HEIDI  HESSE,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  is  in  client  services 
with  Mudd  Advertising,  Cedar  Falls. 

KATEY  KRULL  is  a music  therapist  for  West  Music 
Company,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

TARRA  NOREM,  Ames,  Iowa,  is  with  Enterprise. 
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asks  for  input  from  Wartburg  constituents 


COMMISSION 
ON  MISSION 

Wartburg  College’s  Commitment  to  Living  Out  its  Mission 


Commission  on  Mission 
concludes  first  phase 

byJaneen  Stewart 

The  first  year  of  Commission  on  Mission,  Wartburg  College’s  three-year 
strategic  planning  initiative,  has  featured  numerous  meetings  around  the 
country  and  on  campus. 

More  than  250  alumni  and  friends  of  the  college  participated  in  15  national 
summit  meetings  in  November  2007  through  June  2008.  Guided  by  specific  framing 
questions  developed  hy  the  Board  of  Regents,  participants  examined  the  four  key 
concepts  embodied  in  the  college’s  mission  statement:  leadership,  service,  faith  and 
learning. 

“Wartburg  is  ‘dedicated  to  challenging  and  nurturing  students  for  lives  of  leadership 
and  service  as  a spirited  expression  of  their  faith  and  learning,”’  said  President  Jack 
R.  Ohle.  “Years  ago  it  might  not  have  been  expressed  in  these  words  in  an  official 
mission  statement,  but  many  alumni  attending  the  summit  meetings  have  affirmed 
the  importance  and  impact  of  the  four  concepts  of  leadership,  service,  faith  and 
learning  in  their  personal  and  professional  lives,  ideals  they  were  exposed  to  while  at 
Wartburg.” 

Sixty  individuals  serving  oia  the  four  task  forces  have  met  several  times  on  campus 
since  December  to  begin  the  task  of  reviewing  the  summit  reports,  planning  symposia 
and  developing  recommendations. 

Mike  McCoy,  national  chair  of  Commission  on  Mission  and  Board  of  Regents 
member,  said  the  input  from  the  15  summit  meetings  is  providing  an  important 
foundation  for  the  process  and  development  of  Wartburg’s  next  strategic  plan. 

“Already  the  four  commission  task  forces  are  studying  the  results  of  the  summits  as 
part  of  their  deliberations  and  this  work  will  continue  over  the  next  year,”  he  said. 
“While  much  remains  to  be  done,  the  board  remains  confident  Commission  on 
Mission  will  make  a transformative  impact  on  the  College’s  future.” 


Summits  were  hosted  throughout  the  country  by: 

Ed  '82  and  Carla  Engelbrecht,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Jack  '82  and  Sarah  Slife  '82  Saizwedel,  Madison,  Wis. 

Rachel  Riensche  '80,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mike  and  Marge  McCoy,  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 

Gary  and  Donna  Floover,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Curt  '64  and  Cherry  Eichner  '67  Klaassen,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Luke  '58  and  Marilyn  Mohr,  Irvine,  Calif. 

Ray  '65  and  Judy  Slade  '65  McCaskey,  Chicago,  III. 

Tom  '61  and  Linda  Mugridge  '61  Maik,  Austin, Texas 
Wilbur  '60  and  Marilyn  Brudi  '60  Flachman,  Denver,  Colo. 
Gene  and  Pat  Kurtt  '71  Leonhart,  Cedar  Fails,  Iowa 
Fred  '67  and  Sue  Childs  '69  Hagemann,  Waverly,  Iowa 
Gil  '59  and  Mary  Reiff  '60  Wessel,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
Paul  '59  and  Pam  Schell,  Seattle,  Wash. 


College  will  celebrate  Year 
of  Mission  in  2008-09 


Wartburg  will  observe  the  Year  of  Mission  during  the  2008-09 
academic  year — the  second  phase  of  Commission  on  Mission. 

The  year  will  feature  four  symposia  on  leadership,  service,  faith 
and  learning  currently  being  planned  by  the  four  Commission 
taskforces. 

Primary  goals  of  the  symposia  are  to  educate  and  engage 
students,  faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  other  constituent  groups 
in  the  celebration  and  examination  of  the  four  key  mission 
concepts.  The  symposia  will  take  the  place  of  the  college's 
traditional  convocation  schedule. 

The  task  forces  on  faith  and  leadership  are  planning  events 
for  Fall  Term  while  service  and  learning  task  forces  will  host 
activities  in  Winter  Term. 


Board  of  Regents  Chair  Fred  W.  Hagemann  ’67  stressed  that  Commission  on 
Mission  efforts  will  continue  after  Ohle’s  departure  in  June. 

“The  Board  of  Regents  launched  the  Commission  on  Mission  process,  and  it  is 
well  under  way  with  the  work  of  its  task  forces  and  after  numerous  summits  across 
the  country,”  Hagemann  said.  “The  board  is  committed  to  continuing  long-range 
planning  to  continue  shaping  the  college’s  ability  to  fulfill  and  strengthen  its  mission. 
Board  members  appreciate  the  work  that  has  been  done  thus  far  and  are  eager  to 
receive  the  recommendations  that  will  be  put  forward.” 

The  leadership  transition  is  timely,  Hagemann  added,  because  it  will  enable  the  next 
Wartburg  president  to  become  part  of  the  Commission  on  Mission  process  and  its 
implementation.  The  Commission  process  is  supported  in  part  by  the  Saemann 
Foundation  and  Thrivent  Financial  for  Lutherans. 

Stewart  is  assistant  to  the  Wartburg  president. 


The  college  will  kick  off  the  Year  of  Mission  at  Opening 
Convocation  Sept.  2.  A variety  of  events  and  activities  will  also 
mark  the  2008  Homecoming  observance. 

In  addition  to  hosting  symposia,  taskforce  members  will 
prepare  recommendations  and  publications  as  part  of  the 
second  phase  of  Commission  on  Mission.  In  October  2009, 
the  Board  of  Regents  will  receive  the  recommendations 
and  spend  the  third  year  of  the  commission  prioritizing  the 
recommendations  and  developing  the  next  strategic  plan  for 
the  college. 

For  more  information  about  Commission  on  Mission  and 
events  scheduled  for  2008-09,  visit 
www.wartburg.edu/commission. 
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Research  study  lauds 
Wartburg's  mission 
statement 

A National  Academic  Advising  Association  study  has  listed  the 
Wartburg  mission  statement  among  the  best  in  the  nation. 

Results  of  the  study  were  published  in  the  spring  2007 
National  Academic  Advising  Association  (NACADA)  Journal. 
The  study  is  titled  “The  Trickle-Down  Effect  of  Institutional 
Vision:  Vision  Statements  and  Academic  Advising.”  The  study 
researched  vision  and  mission  statements  of  two-  and  four-year 
colleges  and  universities  nationwide. 


According  to  researchers,  Wartburg  ranked  among  the 
highest  in  the  study.  The  Wartburg  mission  statement 
is,  “Wartburg  College  is  dedicated  to  challenging 
and  nurturing  students  for  lives  of  leadership  and 
service  as  a spirited  expression  of  their  faith  and 
learning.” 


Mission  Statement 


A 


Faith  Task  Force 
to  host  several  events 

The  Commission  on  Mission  task  force  devoted  to  exploring  the  missional 
concept  of  faith  wil!  host  a variety  of  events  this  fall. 

These  events  wii!  fulfill  the  task  force's  commitment  to  providing  a symposium  on 
issues  of  faith.  All  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Watch  ww/w.wartburg.edu  for 
times  and  locations. 

Sept.  8-13 

The  Faith  Task  Force  will  host  the  Rev.  Khader  El-Yateem  as  a pastor  in  residence. 
Flis  residency  will  include  a student  panel  commemorating  the  anniversary  of 
Sept.  11,2001. 

El-Yateem  serves  Salam  Arabic  Lutheran  Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and 
was  ordained  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  in 
1 996.  He  chairs  the  ELCA's  Multicultural  Ministries  program 
committee.  He  has  been  featured  on  PBS'  Caught  in  the 
Crossfire  and  other  programs  for  his  work  to  bring 
about  reconciliation  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Middle  East. 


The  NACADA  study  gauged  whether  colleges 
and  universities’  vision/ mission  statements 
keep  pace  with  the  changing  environment  of 
higher  education.  The  criteria  included  use 
of  wording  in  vision/ mission  statements  that 
accurately  characterizes  institutional  activities, 
inspires  and  motivates  internal  constituents, 
and  effectively  communicates  to  external 
constituents. 


Wartburg  College  is  dedicated  to 
challenging  and  nurturing  students 
for  lives  of  leadership  and  service  as 
a spirited  expression  of  their  faith 
and  learning. 


I. 


Born  in  Beit  Jala  in  the  West  Bank  region,  El- 
Yateem  came  to  the  United  States  in  1 992.  He  is 
one  of  the  ELCA's  three  pastors  of  Arab  descent. 
Since  the  Sept.  1 1 terrorist  attacks,  his  church  has 
served  as  a haven  for  New  York  City  Arabs  of  the 
Christian  and  Islamic  faiths. 


Tuesday,  Sept.  16 


According  to  NACADA  journal,  the  extent  that  an 
institution’s  stated  vision/mission  is  transformed  into  day-to- 
day  activities  was  assessed  through  a membership  survey. 

“Findings  suggest  a significant  disconnect  between  the 
lofty  educational  aspirations  and  priorities  stated  in 
vision  statements  and  the  pragmatics  of  academic  advising 
operations,”  the  article  writers  state.  “The  trickle-down 
effect  of  institutional  vision  through  advising  units  is  further 
impeded  by  lack  of  access  to  and  familiarity  with  vision 
statements,  particularly  at  large,  public  institutions.  Increased 
advising-supervisor  access  to  upper  administration  and 
more  carefully  crafted  vision  statements  can  make  visions 
actionable.” 

However,  the  study  found  Wartburg  was  among  those 
institutions  that  “transform  vision  into  action.” 

Among  the  ways  the  college  lives  up  to  its  stated  mission 
and  keeps  the  statement  active  is  through  intentional 
reinforcement  at  public  and  informal  events.  It  is  also 
displayed  prominently  in  every  administrative  and  academic 
office  on  campus. 

As  part  of  the  Commission  on  Mission  strategic  planning  process, 
the  mission  is  summed  up  in  four  words:  leadership,  service, 
faith  and  learning.” 


The  Rev.  Mark  Wilhelm  will  speak  about  the  U.S. 
religious  landscape  and  lead  the  campus  community  in  a 
discussion  of  the  strengths,  weaknesses,  opportunities  and 
threats  this  context  poses.  Wilhelm  serves  as  associate  executive 
director  offer  education  partnerships  and  institutional  director  for 
theology  in  daily  life  in  the  ELCA  Vocation  and  Education  Program  Unit. 


Tuesday,  Sept.  30 


The  task  force  will  host  a point-counterpoint  between  Dr.  Robert  Benne  and 
Dr.  Tom  Christenson,  on  what  it  means  to  be  a college  of  the  church.  Both  teach 
at  ELCA  institutions  and  are  widely  published  Lutheran  scholars. The  Rev.  Larry 
Trachte  '66,  college  pastor,  will  moderate. 

Benne  is  the  Jordan-Trexler  Professor  of  Religion  and  director  of  the  Center  for 
Religion  and  Society  at  Roanoke  College  in  Salem,  Va.  He  is  the  author  of  eight 
books,  including  Quality  with  Soul:  How  Six  Premier  Colleges  and  Universities  Keep 
Faith  with  Their  Religious  Traditions. 

Christenson  has  taught  at  Augsburg  College,  Concordia  College  and  now  Capital 
University.  He  is  also  the  founding  editor  of  Intersections:  Faith+Life+Learning,  a 
journal  for  and  by  ELCA  college  and  university  faculty  and  staff  members,  and  the 
author  of  The  Gift  and  Task  of  Lutheran  Higher  Education. 


Thursday,  Oct.  30 


The  task  force  will  host  a faith  celebration  with  the  Rev.  David  L.  Miller,  dean  of 
the  chapel  and  Cornelsen  Director  of  Spiritual  Formation  at  Lutheran  School  of 
Theology  at  Chicago.  He's  also  the  former  editor  of  The  Lutheran  magazine. 


Karris  Golden 
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Athletic  Hall  of  Fame 
Class  of  2008  announced 


Three  gridiron  standouts,  three  basketball  stars  and  one 
of  Wartburg's  top  women's  golfers  highlight  the  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  Class  of  2008. 


BOBBY  BEATTY  '95 

The  football  program's  all-time  career 
(4,661  yards)  and  single-season  (1.525 
yards)  rushing  leader,  Beatty  was  a four- 
year  letter-winner  and  earned  first-team 
all-Iowa  Conference  honors  in  1993  and 
1 994  and  was  an  all-American  following  his 
senior  season.  He  rushed  for  1 ,000  yards  or 
more  three  times  in  his  career  and  was  the 
team's  Most  Valuable  Player  in  1993  and 
1994.  He  resides  in  Independence,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  director  and  manager  of  the 
city's  pool  complex,  recreation  center,  R.V. 
park  and  parks. 

NELSON  BOSE '58 

Bose  is  best  remembered  for  his  successes 
in  football  and  track  and  field.  He  was  a 
running  back  and  kick  returner  in  football 
and  was  a member  of  the  Iowa  Conference 
runner-up  squad  in  1 954.  In  track  and 
field,  Bose  was  a three-time  conference 
champion  in  the  1 20-yard  high  hurdles  and 
won  the  220-yard  low  hurdles  once.  He 
was  also  named  the  track  and  field  team 
captain  in  1 956  and  1 958.  He  is  a retired  FBI 
agent  and  lives  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

BUD  JOHNSON '76 

Johnson's  claim  to  fame  was  earned  on  the 
hardwood,  where  he  played  on  two  20-plus 
win  men's  basketball  teams  for  head  coach 
Lewis  "Buzz"  Levick.  He  was  named  the 
team  Most  Valuable  Player  in  1975  and 
1 976  and  was  the  Iowa  Conference's  MVP 
in  1974-75.  A three-year  letter-winner,  he 
earned  two  USA  All-American  Lutheran 
team  awards  and  is  ranked  among  the 
college's  top  all-time  rebounders.  He 
resides  in  Monticello,  Iowa,  where  he  owns 
Minneapolis  Tex  Citrus  Company. 


KOBY  KREINBRING '94 

Koby  earned  four  letters  in  football  during 
his  collegiate  career.  He  was  an  all-Iowa 
Conference  honoree  in  1992  and  1993, 
earning  first-team  honors  following  his 
senior  season.  He  also  gained  GTE  first- 
team  all-district  and  all-American  awards 
in  1 993  during  Wartburg's  conference 
championship  season.  The  linebacker 
totaled  1 67  tackles  and  three  sacks.  He 
lives  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  is  a corporate 
attorney  at  HNI  Industries  Inc.  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa. 

DR.  DAN  NETTLETON  '91 

Nettleton  earned  honors  for  the  men's 
basketball  program  and  in  the  classroom. 
He  was  a two-time  GTE  first  team  academic 
all-American  and  earned  the  academic  all- 
American  Player  of  the  Year  award  in  1991. 
Nettleton  was  a three-year  starter  and  four- 
year  letter-winner,  averaging  double  figures 
in  scoring  in  each  of  his  last  three  seasons. 
He's  a member  of  the  1,000-point  club, 
totaling  1,152  points  in  his  career.  Nettleton 
resides  in  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  teaches 
statistics  at  Iowa  State  University. 

VINCE  PENNINGROTH  '96 

Gaining  first-team  all-Iowa  Conference 
honors  in  football  three  times,  Penningroth 
helped  patrol  the  defensive  line  for  the 
Knights  in  the  early  1 990s.  He  was  the  IIAC's 
Most  Valuable  Player  in  1995  and  was  a 
GTE  academic  all-American  and  playing 
all-American  following  his  junior  and  senior 
seasons.  Penningroth  recorded  225  tackles, 
24  sacks  and  53.5  tackles  for  losses  during 
his  career.  He  resides  in  Ankeny,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  a senior  software  developer  at 
Information  Global  Solutions. 


JENNIFER  (STERK)  SIVIITH  '91 

Smith  helped  the  women's  golf  program 
gain  notice  during  her  four  years  in  the 
program.  She  was  the  Most  Valuable  Player 
three  times  and  a national  tournament 
qualifier  in  each  of  her  four  seasons.  Smith 
earned  all-Iowa  Conference  honors  in  1989 
and  1 990,  placing  seventh  as  a Junior  and 
fourth  as  a senior.  Her  finish  in  1989  helped 
her  to  the  conference's  MVP  award.  She 
resides  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  she  is  the 
PGA  golf  professional  at  Quarry  Oaks  Golf 
Club. 

KORI  STOFFREGEN  '89 

The  2008  John  Kurtt  Alumni  Coach  of 
the  Year  winner  has  gained  fame  in 
cross  country  and  track  and  field  as  an 
athlete  and  coach.  He  earned  four  letters 
in  cross  country  and  track  and  field  at 
Wartburg  and  was  all-Iowa  Conference 
twice  in  each  sport.  He  also  picked  up 
Iowa  Intercollegiate  Athletic  Conference 
individual  titles  in  cross  country  in  1988 
and  track  and  field  (1 500  meters)  in  1 989 
and  was  a cross  country  all-American  and 
the  conference's  MVP  in  1 988.  He  resides 
in  Greencastle,  Ind.,  where  he  has  led 
the  DePauw  College  track  and  field  and 
cross  country  programs  to  25  conference 
championships  in  1 1 years. 

- Mark  Adkins 
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Alumni  Citations  to  be  awarded 
at  Homecoming  2008 

Linda  Clefisch  '72 

Golden,  Colo. 

Linda  earned  a bachelor's  degree  in  social  work  from 
Wartburg  and  a Master  of  Social  Work  degree  from  the 
University  of  Denver.  She  is  a licensed  clinical  social  worker 
(applied  psychotherapy  and  administration)  and  a board 
certified  Diplomate  in  Clinical  Social  Work. 

Over  the  years,  Linda  has  served  a variety  of  agencies  in 
Colorado  and  currently  serves  as  executive  director  of  Forest 
Heights  Lodge  in  Evergreen. 

"Linda  generously  shares  her  expertise  with  others 
through  professional  publications  and  presentations," said  nominator  Dr.  Susan  Kosche 
Vallem  '66,  chair  of  the  Wartburg  Social  Work  Department.  "Linda  is  particularly  known 
in  the  mental  health  profession  for  her  outstanding  workshops  and  training.  She 
willingly  shares  her  knowledge  and  skills  with  interns,  students,  families  and  other 
mental  health  professionals.  She  has  the  respect  of  colleagues,  peers  and  clients.  Linda 
also  uses  her  expertise  in  a consulting  role  helping  other  agencies  to  develop  programs 
that  work." 


Karen  Waltmann  Kleckner  '82 

New  Brighton,  Minn. 

Karen  is  distinguished  systems  engineer  at  Bakken 
Fellow  Medtronic  Inc.  in  Mounds  View,  Minn.,  where  she 
is  also  a Technical  Fellow  and  Bakken  Fellow.  She  recently 
authored  the  concept  descriptions  for  two  new  implantable 
defibrillator  products  and  was  a key  member  of  a team  that 
designed  and  implemented  a human  clinical  study  of  a novel 
heart  failure  therapy.  She  holds  14  U.S.  patents,  has  written 
technical  concept  papers  and  presented  at  several  trade 
conferences. 

After  earning  a degree  from  Wartburg  in  computer  science  and  mathematics,  she 
received  a master's  degree  in  computer  and  information  science  from  the  University 
of  Minnesota.  She  has  also  done  continuing  education  in  emerging  medical  device 
therapies,  cardiovascular  disease  and  personal  development. 

"I  remember  Karen  well  from  her  Wartburg  years,"  said  nominator  Dr.  Lynn  Olson, 
chair  of  the  Mathematics,  Computer  Science  and  Physics  Department."!  have  vivid 
memories  of  her  zeal  for  leaning  and  the  vigor  with  which  she  attacked  her  coursework. 
Almost  25  years  later,  I still  remember  her  compiler  project  and  the  effort  she  exerted  in 
her  attempt  to  add  'error  identification' as  an  advanced  feature." 


Dr.  Judy  Gore  Manthei  '58 

Newton  Highlands,  Mass. 

Colleagues  say  Judy  is  a devoted  teacher  and  mentor. 
"Knowing  that  students  need  background  knowledge  for 
both  reading  and  writing,  Judy  investigated  and  organized 
many  field  trips  for  students  at  Chittick  Elementary  School," 
said  principal  Karen  Slack. "She  brought  in  special  visitors 
to  volunteer  at  our  school  to  tutor  and  share  their  skills.  Her 
willingness  to  continue  to  learn  and  bring  it  back  and  share 
with  all  of  us . . . made  her  a very  special  person  at  the  school." 
Slack's  comments  mirror  those  of  dozens  who  have  written 
letters  of  support  for  Judy  over  the  years.  She  earned  master's  and  a doctoral  degrees 
from  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Education  after  receiving  a certificate  of  education 
from  Wartburg.  In  addition  to  her  part-time  work  at  Chittick  Elementary  School,  she 
works  as  a public  school  consultant  in  the  Boston  Public  School  System  and  serves  as  an 
adjunct  instructor  at  Boston  University. 

For  more  information  on  Homecoming,  go  to  www.wartburg.edu/alumni. 


Field  house,  track  named  for  Hoovers 


The  Board  of  Regents 
announced  in  May  that 
it  will  name  the  field 
house  and  track  area  of 
the  Wartburg-Waverly 
Sports  & Wellness 
Center  in  honor  of  Gary 
and  Donna  Hoover  of 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  and 
Ames,  Iowa. 

The  facility  will  be 
called  the  "Hoover  Field 
House  and  Track"  in 
gratitude  for  a leadership 
gift  given  by  Gary  and  Donna  Hoover.  The  Board  of  Regents  voted  at  its  winter 
meeting  to  name  the  facility  after  the  Hoovers. 

The  Hoovers  have  had  a high  level  of  involvement  in  Commission  Wartburg, 
the  college's  earlier  strategic  planning  process;  Campaign  Wartburg,  the 
largest  capital  campaign  in  the  college's  history;  and  now  Commission  on 
Mission,  the  college's  current  strategic  planning  process. 

The  Hoovers  became  affiliated  with  the  college  several  years  ago  through 
Gary  Hoover's  uncle,  Marv  Walston,  a Waverly  businessman.  The  two  are  the 
namesakes  of  Walston-Hoover  Stadium. 

The  Hoovers  made  the  lead  gift  for  the  Walston-Hoover  Stadium,  a state- 
of-the-art  football  and  outdoor  track  facility  dedicated  in  2001.  The  facility 
enabled  the  college  to  host  the  NCAA  Division  III  national  track  and  field 
championship  in  May  2005.  That  year,  the  Wartburg  women's  track  and  field 
team  won  the  national  championship  on  their  home  track. 

The  Hoovers  are  also  major  donors  to  Gary's  alma  mater,  Iowa  State  University 
in  Ames.  He  said  he  gives  generously  to  Wartburg  College  because  he 
appreciates  what  the  college  stands  for. 

"I  have  gotten  to  know  the  administration  and  the  professors,  and  I like  what 
they're  doing.  That's  the  real  underlying  reason  I give  to  Wartburg,"  said  Gary 
Hoover.  "Donna  and  I are  extremely  honored  to  be  recognized  by  the  Wartburg 
College  Board  of  Regents  with  the  naming  of  such  a significant  area  of  The  W. 
We  are  very  supportive  of  the  comprehensive  sports  and  wellness  activities 
for  the  college  and  Waverly  community,  and  we  are  proud  to  continue  our 
association  with  the  college  in  helping  develop  Wartburg's  excellent  facilities." 

Other  areas  ofThe  W will  reflect  the  support  of  alumni  and  friends  in  the 
planning,  development  and  construction  of  the  facility. 

The  Hall  of  Champions  will  recognize  the  leadership  support  ofThe  W given  by 
Board  of  Regents  member  Dr.  Gilbert  '59  and  his  wife,  Mary  Reiff  '60  Wessel,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

The  Community  Entrance  will  recognize  the  leadership  support  given  by 
Young  Plumbing  & Heating,  the  Young  Family  Foundations  and  former  Board 
of  Regents  member  Richard  Young  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  Cathy  Young  of  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa. 

The  Hail  of  Fame  Room  will  recognize  the  leadership  support  given  by 
John  '60  and  Pat  Donahoo  '59Tuecke  of  DeKalb,  III. 

The  Child  Care  Center  will  recognize  leadership  support  of  former  Board  of 
Regents  member  Sandra  Rada-Aleff  and  her  husband,  Jerome  Aleff. 

- Karris  Golden 
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In  Memoriam 


1931 

MARIE  BENEDIX  ARNS,  Shell 
Rock,  Iowa,  died  Feb.  7 at 
Bartels  Lutheran  Retirement 
Community,  Waverly.  She 
farmed  with  her  husband  until 
retiring  in  1975. 

1933 

PETER  GAMBAIANI,  Waverly, 
Iowa,  died  of  bone  cancer 
Dec.  29,  2006,  at  Waverly  Health 
Center.  He  worked  at  Waverly 
Implement  Co.  He  served  in 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  during  World 
War  II.  He  went  on  to  serve  as 
deputy  clerk  of  court  and  then 
clerk  of  district  court.  He  was  a 
clerk  at  the  post  office  and  was 
postmaster  when  he  retired  in 
1982. 

1936 

The  REV.  ERHARD  "Rusty" 
SCHALKHAUSER,  East  Lansing, 
Mich.,  died  Jan.  31, 2007.  During 
41  years  in  ministry,  he  served 
as  an  assistant  to  the  president 
of  the  Michigan  District  of  the 
former  American  Lutheran 
Church  (ALC)  and  director  of 
mission  development,  starting 
new  congregations.  He  also 
served  on  the  ALC  staff.  He 
retired  in  1980. 

1939 

ELSIE  FREDRICK 
SCHALKHAUSER,  East 
Lansing,  Mich.,  died  Nov.  24. 

Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Erhard 
Schalkhauser  '36,  preceded  her 
in  death. 

1940 

DELORIS  PRIOR,  Newport 
Beach,  Calif.,  died  Nov.  6.  A 
former  high  school  teacher,  she 
received  a Master  of  Library 
Science  degree  from  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 
She  was  school  librarian  for  the 
Santa  Ana  School  District  for  45 
years,  retiring  in  1 990.  She  was 
active  in  literary  groups  and  her 
church. 

1941 

ELIZABETH  WIEDERANDERS 
BECKER,  Oakland,  Calif.,  died 
Feb.  8 at  Sunrise  of  Oakland  Hills 
Assisted  Living  Center  of  cancer 
and  suffered  from  Alzheimer's 
disease.  She  received  a master's 
degree  in  education  and 


taught  high  school  biology  and 
sciences  in  Reynoldsburg,  Ohio. 
She  traveled  the  world  with  her 
husband.  Dr.  Arthur  Becker  '42, 
spending  time  in  South  Africa 
and  Australia. They  retired  and 
moved  to  Estes  Park,  Colo.,  and 
helped  found  an  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America 
congregation  where  she  ran  a 
quilt  ministry.  She  also  helped 
run  Luther  Academy  of  the 
Rockies,  a summer  continuing 
education  seminar  for  pastoral 
families.  She  is  survived  by 
alumni  including  her  husband; 
daughter  Carol  Becker  '70;  and 
brothers  Robert  '43,  Donald  '48, 
Dr.  Richard  '49  and  the 
Rev.  William  '56  Wiederanders. 

ALBERTA  ZMOOS  EVANSON, 

Spring  Valley,  Calif.,  died 
Dec.  2.  She  was  a factory  worker 
at  Lockhead  during  World  War  11. 
She  donated  her  time  and 
money  to  others  and  worked 
26-plus  years  for  Meals-On- 
Wheels. 

1942 

LOIS  FRESE  MOFFET,  Waverly, 
Iowa,  died  Jan.  31  at  Allen 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Waterloo. 
She  taught  kindergarten  in 
Latimer  for  three  years  and 
fifth  grade  for  36  years  at  Irving 
School  in  Waverly. 

VIOLET  AMBROSE  NIEMEYER, 

Tripoli,  Iowa,  died  Jan.  1 7 at 
theTripoli  Nursing  Home.  She 
retired  in  1983  from  Bostroms 
Super  Value  in  West  Union, 
where  she  worked  as  manager 
of  the  deli. 

IRENE  BRINKMAN  SARTORI, 

Carlsbad,  Calif.,  died  Sept.  23. 

She  taught  in  the  Marble  Rock 
School  District  in  Iowa  before 
retiring  in  California.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Zoological 
Society  of  San  Diego  and  of 
San  Marcos  Lutheran  Church. 

1943 

HARVEY  HUSTAD,  Glenview,  III., 
died  Sept.  26  in  Park  Ridge  at  the 
age  of  87. 

JOYCE  MARTENS  STREMPKE, 

Lemon  Grove,  Calif.,  died  Oct.  7. 
She  was  an  elementary  school 
teacher  for  45  years. 


1945 

The  Rev.  GOTTFRIED 
HOFFMAN,  La  Mesa,  Calif.,  died 
Jan.  1 5.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  during  World  War  II.  He 
was  a retired  Lutheran  pastor 
and  a member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club. 

1947 

EDITH  NOLTING  COOLEY, 

Hiawatha,  Iowa,  died  March  13 
at  St.  Luke's  Hospital  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  She  retired  from 
teaching  in  1 989. 

1949 

ERNA  HINRICHS  GABRIEL, 

Carpentersville,  III.,  died  Feb.  24 
at  Kindred  Hospital  in  Sycamore, 
III.  She  earned  a Master  of 
Library  Science  degree  and 
worked  as  librarian  for  20  years 
at  Boeing  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

BETTY  BLEHM  RATH,  Oakland, 
Calif.,  died  Dec.  8, 2006.  She  was 
a retired  teacher. 

1950 

NORMAN  J.  JOHNSON, 

Andover,  Minn.,  died  Aug.  30  at 
age  86.  He  was  a World  War  II 
veteran  and  retired  Anoka 
Electric  Co-op  personnel 
director. 

1951 

DONALD  G.  WETTENGEL,  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  died  April  29, 2007,  at 
the  Cedar  Falls  Lutheran  Home 
of  complications  of  Alzheimer's 
disease.  He  farmed  for  many 
years,  and  then  was  employed  at 
Schumacher  Elevator  in  Denver 
until  his  retirement. 

1952 

CECIL  DULL,  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis., 
died  Dec.  29, 2005.  He  was  a 
mortician. 

1953 

Dr.  ROBERT  "DOC"  SNYDER, 

Oshkosh,  Wis.,  died  March  27 
at  Froedert  Hospital  in 
Milwaukee.  He  was  professor 
emeritus  of  communications 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin- 
Oshkosh  and  host  of  a weekly 
radio  program  Doc's  Jazz  City. 

He  joined  the  university  faculty 
in  fall  1 964  to  create  a radio/ 
TV/film  program.  In  1966,  he 
created  Wisconsin  Radio  Station 


of  the  Titans,  which  now  now 
partners  with  Wisconsin  Public 
Radio.  He  also  served  more 
than  20  years  as  play-by-play 
announcer  at  Titan  football  and 
basketball  games. 

1954 

The  REV.  ROBERT  C.  HIMSEL, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  died.  No  other 
information  is  available. 

1955 

ETHAN  H.  DAVIES,  Tucson, 

Ariz.,  died  Nov.  12  of  pancreatic 
cancer.  He  spent  45  years  in 
graphic  arts  sales  in  Milwaukee 
and  Minneapolis.  He  remained 
active  as  a building  monitor  at 
his  retiremment  community  in 
Sun  City  Vistoso. 

1956 

The  REV.  WILLIAM  G.  CARTER, 

Tucson,  Ariz.,  died  Feb.  1 6 in 
Sioux  City,  Iowa.  He  served 
churches  in  Alta  Vista,  Boyd, 
Moville,  Lost  Nation,  and 
Soldier,  Iowa.  He  also  served 
on  the  Siouxiand  Interstate 
Metropolitan  Planning  Council 
board  of  directors.  After  his 
retirement,  he  owned  and 
operated  a video  store  and  was 
a security  guard  at  Great  West 
Casualty. 

1958 

SANDRA  SCHMEICHEL  BERG, 

Richfield,  Wis.,  died  April  9, 2007. 

1959 

SHARON  MAE  BEHRENS 
PETERS,  Burbank,  III.,  died 
Dec.  1 3 after  a brief  battle  with 
cancer. 

1960 

W.  CARL  BLIESENER, 

Springfield,  111.,  died  May  30, 
2007.  He  remained  active  in  his 
senior  years  by  coordinating 
volunteer  efforts  at  the  local 
homeless  shelter,  participating 
in  the  Lions  Club,  reporting 
area  news  for  the  local  paper, 
substitute  teaching  and  walking 
dogs  for  the  humane  society. 

GENE  KALKWARF,  Minonk,  III., 
died  Dec.  23  at  Leesburg  (Fla.,) 
Regional  Medical  Center.  He 
served  on  his  church  board  and 
owned  Shorty's  Soil  Service  and 
Shorty's  Signs.  An  avid  stockcar 


enthusiast,  he  was  a driver  and 
taught  others  the  sport. 

1962 

FRANK  J.  HUDSON,  Mesa, 
and  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  died  Nov.  5 
after  a brief  battle  with  acute 
leukemia.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Navy  during  the  Korean  War  and 
taught  at  Mesa,  Westwood  and 
Mountain  View  high  schools. 

He  also  was  an  avid  HAM  radio 
operator.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Ruth  Krug  Hudson  '53. 

KAREN  WACHHOLZ  KRUGER, 

Angola,  Ind.,  died  Dec.  1 7.  She 
was  a homemaker  and  member 
of  Calvary  Lutheran  Church. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Richard  Kruger '61. 

1963 

MARY  DADISMAN  SATHOFF, 

Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  died  Dec.  21 
at  Heritage  Care  Center.  She 
was  a homemaker  and  antique 
dealer.  She  belonged  to  Bethany 
Lutheran  Church,  where  she 
served  on  the  board.  She  was 
also  a member  of  the  American 
Heart  Association  and  Children 
International. 

1964 

AUGUST  E.  KNOLL,  Wheatland, 
Iowa,  died  Feb.  7.  He  was  the 
band  director  at  Wheatland 
and  Calamus  schools  from  1 964 
until  his  retirement  in  2003.  He 
received  a master's  degree  from 
the  University  of  Iowa.  He  was 
minister  of  music  at  St.  Paul's 
United  Church  of  Christ  and 
played  piano  at  St.  James 
Catholic  Church.  He  received 
awards  from  the  Iowa 
Bandmasters  Association  and 
Northeastern  Iowa  Bandmasters 
Association  and  was  listed  in 
Who's  Who  in  America  and  Who's 
Who  in  Education. 

1967 

CHERYL  SIMON  PIERSON, 

Lake  City,  Minn.,  died  of  cancer 
Nov.  1 0.  She  taught  in  the 
Minneapolis-St.  Paul  school 
system  for  four  years  and  in 
Lake  City  from  1972-2002.  She 
served  on  the  boards  of  the 
Lake  City  Education  Association, 
Minnesota  Education 
Association  and  National 
Holstein  Wives  Scholarship 
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Organization.  She  received  a master's  degree  in 
education  from  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

1969 

ROGER  B.  AUDE,  Spokane,  Wash.,  died  Feb.  3. 

He  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  20  years  and 
attained  the  rank  of  captain.  After  retiring,  he 
entered  graduate  school  at  Eastern  Washington 
University,  where  he  was  active  in  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Association  of  Computing 
Machinery. 

PAUL  E.  PETERMAN,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  died 
of  bone  cancer  Jan.  1 4. 

1974 

DAVID  F.  BEAN,  Casselberry,  Fla.,  died  Feb.  13 
of  complications  of  diabetes.  He  worked  as  a 
counselor  at  Bremwood  in  Wavely,  Iowa,  until  his 
retirement  in  1995. 

lONE  GROEN  RINGLEB  GOSCH,  Clarksville, 

Iowa,  died  Feb.  1 at  the  age  84.  An  elementary 
teacher  for  32  years,  her  career  included 
teaching  at  the  Fremont  Township  and 
Clarksville  and  Sumner  community  schools. 

CHARLES  HANSEN  NEWGARD,  Decatur,  III., 
died  Feb.  1 0 at  work  of  carbon  monoxide 
poisoning.  His  death  was  the  result  of  a fire  in  an 
air-handling  unit  in  the  corn-processing  plant  at 
Archer  Daniels  Midland,  where  he  was  a chemist 
and  laboratory  technician  supervisor.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Lola  Hansen  Newgard  '75. 

1981 

JULIE  KLECKNER  BAIRD,  Urbandale,  Iowa,  died 
Feb.  3, 2008  after  a brief  battle  with  cancer.  She 
was  vice  president  of  the  Southeastern  Iowa 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  She  shared  her  faith  with  Bible  Study 
Fellowship,  friends  in  Tanzania  and  the  newly 
formed  Abiding  Savior  Lutheran  Church,  where 
she  and  her  husband  were  missionaries.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Mark  Baird  '81 . 

Retired  Staff  and  Faculty 

WILBERT  G.  LEISINGER,  Waverly,  Iowa, 
died  April  2 at  the  Waverly  Health  Center  of 
pneumonia.  After  working  at  Cleveland  and 
Herman  Furniture  for  30  years,  he  served  in 
the  Wartburg  maintenance  department  for  1 1 
years,  with  his  chief  responsibility  in  Luther  Hall. 
He  also  ran  his  own  insurance  agency  for  30 
years.  Among  the  survivors  are  his  wife,  Audrey 
Leisinger,  retired  Controller's  Office  staff;  son  and 
daughter-in-law,  Scott  '87  and  Molly  DeGroote 
'86  Leisinger;  and  daughter  Kathy  Gaulke  '74. 

PHYLLIS  E.  SCHMIDT,  Belvidere,  III.,  died  April  2 
at  the  Biltmore  Rehabilitation  Center.  She  taught 
at  Wartburg  from  1 968-92  and  was  professor 
emerita  of  education.  Following  her  retirement, 
she  taught  in  Africa,  the  Czech  Republic  and 
Poland.  She  also  read  to  children  at  the  Waverly 
public  schools. 
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Des  Moines  Knight  Club 
ties  service  with  fun 


The  Des  Moines  Knight  Club  recently  hosted  its  Fourth  Annual  May  Term  Golf  Tournament. 

The  event  raises  scholarship  funds  for  returning  Des  Moines-area  Wartburg  students,  as 
well  as  money  to  support  local  agencies  like  Creative  Community  Options,  Des  Moines 
Area  Religion  Council  Emergency  Food  Pantry  and  Connection  Cafe.  It's  a wonderful 
event! 

As  the  Des  Moines  Knight  Club  chairperson  I have  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  opportunity  for 
the  last  several  years  to  work  with  so  many  other  great  alumni.  The  golf  tournament,  along 
with  the  many  other  events  we  hold  each  year,  allows  us  to  see  many  old  friends  as  well 
as  providing  us  the  opportunity  to  meet  many  new  ones.  I appreciate  the  loyalty  so  many 
Wartburg  graduates  have  for  their  alma  mater. 

In  addition  to  the  great  social  and  networking  benefits  of  participating  in  Knight  Club 
activities,  it  has  also  given  us  the  opportunity  to  carry  on  the  Knights  tradition  of  giving 
back  to  future  generations  of  students  and  the  Des  Moines  community. The  concept 
of  service  was  something  my  parents  instilled  in  me,  and  the  emphasis  on  service  at 
Wartburg  is  something  I will  always  remember  and  appreciate.  My  Wartburg  experience 
helped  to  further  my  desire  to  seek  out  leadership  opportunities  where  I could  continue  to 
serve. 

It  is  really  encouraging  to  see  the  commitment  to  service  that  exists  in  so  many  Wartburg 
students  and  alumni,  young  and  old.  Seeing  the  caring  hearts  of  all  of  these  people  and 
knowing  that  together  we  can  make  a difference  is  what  makes  all  of  the  work  worthwhile. 

As  we  near  the  end  of  the  Year  of  Community  & Civic  Engagement  and  continue  through 
Commission  on  Mission  to  examine  the  values  of  our  college,  I encourage  you  to  get 
involved  with  an  alumni  club  in  your  area.  If  you  don't  have  a club  already,  think  about 
starting  one,  or  find  other  alumni  in  your  area  on  KnightNet.  Either  way,  get  together  to 
have  fun  and  figure  out  what  you  can  do  to  carry  on  the  Wartburg  tradition  of  service  to 
your  community. 
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KnightLink  is  an  online  resource  where  you  can 
list  full-  and  part-time  job  listings,  internship 
information  and  other  opportunities.  Simply  go  to 

www.wartburg.edu/careers/knightlink 

and  click  the  "For  Employers"  link. 

If  you're  interested  in  working 
at  Wartburg  College,  check  out 
the  current  faculty  and  staff 
openings  at 

www.wartburg.edu/hr 


Log  on  at  the  college's  ofhdal 
Web  site  to  remain  current  on 
events,  projects  and  initiatives. 


www.wartburg.edu/devoffice 


Keep  up  with  Wartburg  athletics  at 

www.go-knights.net 


Homecoming 
2008 

Oct.  16-19 
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Outfly 


Schaumburg, HI. -Aug.  12  , 
Dubuque,  Iowa -Aug.  11 
Des  Moines,  Iowa -Aug.  14 
Cedar  Valley  (Waverly,  Iowa)  - Aug.  19 


www.wartburg.edu/alumni/outfly 


Opening 
Convocation 

Sept.  2 
; 10:15  a.m. 
Campus  Mall 


Make  a gift  to  Wartburg  using  our 
online  giving  options. 


New  address,  spouse,  bambino  or  gig?  Update  your 
personal  information,  ask  a question  or  find  ways  to 
help  Wartburg. 

www.wartburg.edu/alumni/update 


Check  out  our  tribute  to  the  class  of  2008  at 

www.wartburg.edu/news 


Do  you  know  a high  school  student  interested  in 
attending  Wartburg?  Direct  him  or  her  to 

www.wartburg.edu/admissions 


at 


Check  out  what's  going  on  at  The  W 

www.the-w. 
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Russell  Hams  'TO,  LaGrange,  III. 


Shop  online  at  www.wartburgbookstore.com, 
where  you'll  find  the  latest  Wartburg  apparel 
and  accessories 


Monday-Friday 
8 a.m.-4  p.m. 
Saemann  Student 
Center 

319-352-8227 


Wartburs 

Collegegookstore 


e new  Point  of  Sales  System  allows  staff  to  scan  items  at  the  time  of 
irchase  and  instantly  update  the  inventory. This  means  shorter  lines, 
aeased  efficiency,  and  improved  accuracy. 


pe  Point  of  Sales  System  was  an  investment  that  will  result  in  a better 
jing  experience  for  customers,  in  addition  to  onsite  purchasing,  Web 
thoppers  can  now  select  from  an  up-to-date  inventory. 


Terence  Swims  '10,  Broadview,  III 


Snowy 

Egrets 

Annina  Rupe  '07  recently  finished 

an  internship  at  the  Conservancy  of 
Southwest  Florida,  where  she  was  a wildlife 
rehabilitation  intern.  "I  got  to  see  all  kinds 
of  different  wildlife  one  doesn't  normally 
see  in  Iowa," she  said.  She  snapped 
this  photo  of  snowy  egrets  hunting  for 
dinner  at  Doctor's  Pass  on  Naples  Beach. 
"There  were  bunches  of  them  here!  We 
got  a couple  of  these  birds  in  during  my 
internship.  One  that  I remember  had 
fishing  line  and  a lure  wrapped  around 
its  wing.  We  were  successfully  able  to 
release  it,"  she  recalled.  Rupe  is  now  a 
lab  technician  at  Metropolitan  Medical 
Laboratory  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 


Do  you  have  an  interesting  photo  or  original  artwork  to  share  on  the  magazine's  back  cover? 

Submit  your  photo  or  artwork  and  a description  of  it  by  e-mailing  karris.golden@wartburg.edu.  Call  3 1 9-352-8277  with  questions. 


100  Wartburg  Blvd. 

P.O.  Box  1003 
Waverly,  lA  50677-0903 
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